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This brief clarifies how to use the 
biodiversity policy marker, and how to 
advance further mainstreaming, for 
contributions related to Forestry.

1. BACKGROUND
In October 2020, Sida received an assignment from 
the government regarding biological diversity and 
ecosystems for the years 2020-2023. The assignment 
instructs Sida to strengthen and deepen the work on 
biodiversity and ecosystems throughout the Agency’s 
total operations.

As part of the implementation of the assignment, 
Sida has identified an internal need to clarify the use 
of the policy marker for biodiversity and the connec-
tion to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) on 
which the marker is based. This is to facilitate for pro-
gram officers to come up with suggestions and ideas 
in the dialogue with partners during an intervention 
planning phase on how consideration of, and benefits 
from, integrating biodiversity in a program/project 
can be optimized. 

Six sectors were identified as extra important 
for integration: Water and sanitation, Agriculture, 
Forestry, Fisheries, Health and Energy.

2. A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE 
CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
(CBD)1

The Earth’s biological resources are vital to human-
ity’s economic and social development. As a result, 
there is a growing recognition that biodiversity is 
a global asset of tremendous value to present and 
future generations. At the same time, the threat to 
species and ecosystems has never been as great as it 
is today. Species extinction caused by human activi-
ties continues at an alarming rate.

In May 1992, an “Agreed Text of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity” was decided upon and the 
Convention was opened for signature on 5 June 1992 
at the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (the “Rio Earth Summit”).  

1 Introduction (cbd.int)

The Convention entered 
into force on 29 December 
1993. The first session of the 
Conference of the Parties 
was held in 1994 in the 
Bahamas.

The establishment of CBD 
was inspired by the world 
community’s growing com-
mitment to sustainable development and has three 
main objectives:
1. The conservation of biological diversity
2.  The sustainable use of the components of biological 

diversity
3.  The fair and equitable sharing of the benefits 

arising out of the utilization of genetic resources.

3. THE POLICY MARKER FOR BIODIVERSITY 
PROMOTES MAINSTREAMING  
OF THE CBD’S OBJECTIVES
Since 1998, the OECD Development Assistance 
Committee (DAC) has monitored development finance 
flows targeting the objectives of the Rio Conventions2 
on biodiversity, climate change and desertification 
using the so-called “Rio markers”. DAC members 
are requested to indicate for each development fi-
nance activity if the activity targets environmental 
objectives. 

3.1 Sida’s contributions are screened against 
criteria of the Rio markers
Sida’s contributions are screened (for altogether 
eleven policy markers) against the criteria of each 
policy marker. A contribution can be marked with the 
code 0, 1 or 2 depending on to what extent it fulfils 
the criteria for that specific marker. As regards the 
criteria for the Rio marker on biodiversity, it has been 
formulated as follows:

The project/programme promotes at least one of the 
three objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
and the following criteria apply:3 

2 The CBD, the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
and the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) were initiated 
at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, hence the name.

3 Source: Sida Statistical Handbook

https://www.cbd.int/intro/


2

The project/programme contributes to one or more of 
the following:
• Protection or enhancing ecosystems (i.e. a forest or 

a river), species or genetic resources through in-
situ or ex-situ conservation, or remedying existing 
environmental damage.

This means that the programme/project contributes 
to this purpose through: 

 – Protection against degradation of ecosystems or 
biodiversity, often place bound.

 – Enhancement of ecosystems, species or genetic 
resources through conservation action at a 
specific place (in-situ) or outside the natural 
environment (ex-situ).

 – To correct or improve (remedy) an existing 
environmental problem that effects biodiversity.

• Integration of biodiversity and ecosystem services 
concerns with recipient countries’ development 
objectives and economic decision making, through 
institution building, capacity development, 
strengthening the regulatory and policy framework, 
or research.

This means that the programme/project contributes 
to this purpose through: 

 – Integration of biodiversity concerns into sectoral 
policy, planning and programmes; e.g. in water 
resources management.

 – Development of legislation and regulations to 
protect threatened species; development of 
incentives, impact assessments, and policy and 
legislation on equitable access to the benefits of 
genetic resources4.

 – Capacity building in taxonomy5, biodiversity 
assessment and information management 
of biodiversity data; education, training and 
awareness raising on biodiversity.

• Developing countries’ efforts to meet their 
obligations under the Convention on Biological 
Diversity.

This means that the programme/project contributes 
to this purpose through:

 – Preparation of national biodiversity plans, 
strategies and programmes; biodiversity 
inventories and assessments. 

4 I.e. that the physical access to genetic resources is facilitated and that the 
benefits obtained from their use are shared equitably with the providers. 
E.g. if a plant contains material that can be used to produce drugs that 
cures dangerous diseases medical companies shall be able to use it but 
at the same time local communities that have managed the area where 
the plant grows shall be fairly compensated for their efforts.

5 Classification, especially of living organisms e.g. identifying species of 
bees that are important pollinators in agriculture.

 – Establishment of protected areas and protecting 
endangered or vulnerable species and their 
habitats6. 

 – Research on ecological, socio-economic and 
policy issues related to biodiversity.

The Classification for the biodiversity – 0, 1 or 2 – 
 depends on the extent of fulfilling the criteria.

According to the Sida Statistical Handbook, this is 
how the marker shall be classified:

2 – Principal objective
The main objective of the project/programme accord-
ing to its documentation is to achieve one or more 
of the criteria; it would not have been implemented 
without that intention.

1 – Significant objective
At least one objective to achieve a criterion above is 
explicit in the project/programme documentation; 
however, it would have been implemented even with-
out that intention. 

0 – Not targeted
The project/programme has been screened against 
the criteria above but has been found not to fulfil 
them.

4. EXAMPLES OF ACTIVITIES TO FACILITATE 
BIODIVERSITY MAINSTREAMING IN 
FORESTRY (SECTOR CODE 312)
This section provides suggestions on how biodiver-
sity can be mainstreamed and thus help promoting 
the objectives of the CBD in contributions related to 
Forestry. The activities could, if implemented into a 
project/programme, qualify the contribution to be 
classified as “1” – significant objective – for the Rio 
biodiversity marker.

Forests harbour most of Earth’s terrestrial bio-
diversity. The conservation of the world’s biodiversity 
is thus utterly dependent on the way in which we 
interact with and use the world’s forests. They offer 
a variety of habitats for plants, animals and microor-
ganisms. However, forest biodiversity is increasingly 
threatened because of deforestation, fragmentation, 
climate change and other stressors. The activi-
ties below can help reduce the loss of biodiversity 
in contributions that aim to promote better forest 
management.

6 The natural home or environment of an animal, plant, or other organism.
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4.1 Importance for Biodiversity7

Forests harbour most of Earth’s terrestrial 
biodiversity.8 Forests are  essential for the provision of 
a wide range of ecosystem services that are impor-
tant to human well-being. These services include 
biomass production, habitat provisioning services, 
pollination, and seed dispersal, resistance to storms, 
fire regulation and mitigation, pest regulation of 
native and invasive insects, carbon sequestration and 
cultural ecosystem services.

4.2 Examples of activities9

Promote conservation and sustainable use of bio-
logical diversity in forest interventions, e.g. that 
 interventions include: 
• To set aside sensitive areas for conservation, and 

leave appropriate buffers along water courses, both 
to protect aquatic systems and to provide riparian 
(i.e. along the river bank) corridors for movement of 
fauna. Appropriate tenure systems, including clear 
access and user rights, are fundamental elements 
of securing biodiversity in forestry.

• The use of indigenous tree species should be 
promoted as well as the use of the Gold Standard 
for forestry projects10. Leave dead trees for cavity 
nesters, leave keystone food sources, and providing 
favorable conditions for regeneration of tree 
species harvested.

• Close roads after logging to reduce likelihood of 
subsequent access and conversion.

• Make sure to dispense logging areas across the 
managed forest in configurations designed to create 
mosaics of different-aged patches or patches 
recently-harvested, and those not-harvested for 
a long time, to permit long-term survival of both 
forest interior and disturbance-adapted species. 
Avoid clear-cutting and conversion of large areas

7 Brockerhoff et al. 2017. Forest biodiversity, ecosystem functioning and the 
provision of ecosystem services. Biodivers Conserv 26, 3005–3035 (2017). 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10531-017-1453-2

8 FAO and UNEP. 2020. The State of the World’s Forests 2020. Forests, bio-
diversity and people. Rome. https://doi.org/10.4060/ca8642en

9 CIFOR 1999. Biodiversity Conservation in Production Forests.  
https://www.cifor.org/publications/pdf_files/others/biodiversity.pdf

10 Gold Standard. Afforestation/Reforestation: Gold Standard (freshdesk.com)

4.3 Justification for applying the Rio marker 
for biodiversity
As stated, forests are some of the most important 
natural systems when it comes to biodiversity and 
they are essential for the provision of a wide range 
of ecosystem services that are important to human 
well-being. 

Encouraging a partner to mainstream the above-
mentioned activities in a forest management pro-
gramme can help mitigate forest degradation, sustain 
biodiversity, and thus meet the first criterion of the 
Rio marker. As in the case of the agriculture sector, 
the activities could also be considered relevant for the 
third criterion as sustaining forest biodiversity also is 
an important undertaking for all countries that have 
signed the CBD convention.

4.4 Case studies to draw inspiration from
Rwanda – A Thousand Hills Turn Green11

Colombia – Sustainable forestry drive boosts biodiversity 
and business12

Vietnam – A GIZ-supported Forest Biodiversity 
Programme13

11 https://iucn.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=0c40b
e7f83c64bb9b7c8f3372358c6f9

12 https://news.mongabay.com/2020/12/colombia-sustainable-forestry-
drive-boosts-biodiversity-business/

13 https://www.giz.de/en/worldwide/29302.html

GLOSSARY*

”Biological diversity” – means the variability among living 
organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, 
marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological 
complexes of which they are part; this includes diversity within 
species, between species and of ecosystems.

”Ecosystem” – means a dynamic complex of plant, animal and 
micro-organism communities and their non-living environment 
interacting as a functional unit.

* Convention on Biological Diversity, Article 2. Use of Terms.
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