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Trends and Sida’s 
Partner Countries1

Today, more people live in cities than in rural 
areas, and up till 2050 another 3 billion people 
will live in cities and towns, yet to be built. 
What does this imply for development and 
poverty reduction efforts going forward? 
What is driving this change and how does the 
development vary in different parts of the 
world?

The situation varies greatly in Sida’s partner coun-
tries: while the countries in Europe and Latin America 
have a large and relatively stable urban popula-
tion, countries in Africa and Asia are expected to go 
through a significant restructuring of their economic 
geography as cities continue to grow. The growth is 
no longer mainly driven by rural to urban migration, 
but increasingly explained by population growth in 
towns and expansion of the urban zones into previ-
ously rural areas. 

Rapid expansion of urban areas can be a driving force 
for economic development and poverty reduction, 
environmental sustainability, and social development 
if the countries are able and willing to capitalize on 
the agglomeration effects and connectivity needed for 
effective functioning of the economy. Urbanisation is 
also linked to economic transformation from an agri-
culture based to a service and manufacturing based 
economy. Furthermore, urban settings can provide 
an effective way to address environmental problems 
with carbon emissions, poor local environments, and 
environmental hazards through an economy of scale 
approach. 
1 Authors: Elina Scheja, Susanna Gable, Johan Kiessling, Emma Petersen. 
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However, in overcrowded cities, poorly managed traf-
fic congestion can become a hindrance to connectivity 
if urban transportation is not developed, environmen-
tal pollution could increase, and the positive economic 
and environmental effects fail to come. Cities are 
faced with challenges in planning and investment to 
manage urbanisation and provide services in forms 
of land, housing, transportation, electricity and water. 
To reap the benefits and mitigate any negative effects 
from urbanisation, policy makers will need to plan for 
2030 now.  

INTRODUCTION
In today’s world, urbanisation has become the norm 
as more than half of the global population live in 
urban areas (Fig a). By 2050 it is expected that more 
than two thirds of humanity will live in cities. The 
rural population has also grown but only in absolute 
terms. However, according to the UN Urbanization 
Prospects, the world’s rural population will start to 
decline after 2020, and the population growth going 
forward will take place in urban areas that will grow 
in both absolute and relative terms. 

Figure a: Urban and rural population of the world 
1950-2050

Source: World Urbanization Prospects 2014
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Urbanization process is taking place in every region, 
both in the developed and in the developing world, 
but at a different pace. In Europe and Latin America 
urbanisation has evolved over the years, and has 
now reached over 80% in many countries, boosted by 
structural change and industrialisation. Urbanisation 
after the industrialisation in the mid eighteenth cen-
tury has followed this path created by manufacturing 
and trade, government policies favouring improved 
utilities and access to services in the urban areas, or 
an increase in natural resource exports where rents 
were spent in the cities. 

In Africa and many parts of Asia urbanisation is still 
at early stages – oftentimes less than a third of the 
country’s population live in urban areas – but the 
pace of urbanisation is expected to increase rapidly. 
According to a World Bank report, urbanisation is the 
single most important transformation that the African 
continent will undergo this century, and by 2040 
already half of the African population is expected to 
live in cities. This translates to more than 40,000 new 
urban inhabitants per day until 2040.2 

Figure b: Urban share of the population by region3

Source: The World Bank 2013.

2 World Bank (2013) Harnessing Urbanisation to End Poverty and Boost 
Prosperity in Africa.

3 LAC= Latin America and the Caribbean, ECA= Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia, MENA= Middle-East and North America, EAP= East Asia Pacific, 
SSA= Sub-Saharan Africa, SAS=Southern Asia

DRIVING FORCES BEHIND URBANISATION
Traditionally, models of urbanization explain rural to 
urban migration as a response to higher wages or 
superior utilities in the urban areas attracting inhabit-
ants into cities – so-called “urban pull” factors. 

In addition to pull factors, movement from rural 
areas into cities has also been driven by “rural push” 
factors, such as agricultural modernisation and pro-
ductivity increases making it possible and necessary 
to release labour for other activities, or rural poverty 
– not least affected by high rural population growth – 
when there is simply not enough to make a living out 
of in the rural area. 

However, the rural-urban dynamics in today’s low-
income countries differ in several regards from 
high-income countries. Notably, a large extent of the 
urban population growth is not due to rural-urban 
migration. Instead, internal growth contributes to two 
thirds of the growth of cities in Sub-Saharan Africa 
while migration from rural areas contribute only one 
third. According to World Bank research4, cities grow 
due to natural increase of the urban population – 
the so-called “urban push” – where the high urban 
growth in today’s developing countries follows from 
lower urban mortality, relative to Industrial Europe, 
where higher urban deaths offset urban births. 
Natural increase compounds the effects of migration 
and contributes to the rapid urbanisation.

Another form of internal growth of urban areas is 
called reclassification. Here the urban area expands 
to previously rural areas and people who were living 
in the surrounding areas find themselves as urban 
dwellers without moving but due to the reclassifica-
tion of previously rural areas as urban.

Furthermore, one characteristics of current urbani-
sation patterns is temporary migration that is part 
of households’ diversification of its livelihoods strat-
egy. Many large households send some household 
members to cities for temporary work opportuni-
ties for them to send money home as remittances. 
This so-called “floating population” is common in 
many countries, but the phenomenon is particularly 
pronounced in China where residence location is 
restricted, but where the informal floating population 
is estimated to be as large as 200 million5. 

4 Jedwab, R. – Christiansen, L. – Gindelsky, M. (2015), World Bank Policy 
Research Working Paper No 7333. 

5 Liang, Z. – Zhen, L. – Ma, Z. (2014) Population Development Review, 
December 40(4).
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Rapid growth of urban population that is not based 
on rapid expansion of economic opportunities but 
rather expansion of population beyond the scope of 
what urban service delivery was designed for and 
what economic opportunities cater for is sometimes 
referred to as ‘premature urbanisation’. Successful 
urbanisation requires good urban policies and early 
control of land allocation for promoting dense cities, 
green corridors, and stable land markets instead of 
unplanned slum settlements. Countries where local 
leaders have been given a clear mandate to manage 
the urban planning have been more successful than 
in locations where decentralisation is poor. 

OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES WITH 
RAPID URBANISATION
Urbanisation has served as a major factor in eco-
nomic growth and prosperity over decades. UN 
Habitat argues that no country has achieved sustained 
economic growth without the growth of cities, and 
that in today’s world cities generate more than 80 
percent of the global GDP – much higher than their 
population share6. 

In general, urbanisation has gone hand in hand with 
economic development and poverty reduction, but 
the link is neither certain nor a given magnitude. It 
is generally the case that countries with low levels 
of poverty are also highly urbanised, but in countries 
where poverty is still prevalent the levels of urbanisa-
tion varies widely (Fig c).

Figure c. Urbanization and poverty

Source: World Cities Report 2016

6 UN Habitat (2011) The Economic Role of Cities; UN Habitat (2016) World 
Cities Report.

Agglomeration and Economic Development
Experience and research based on developed 
countries have found that cities function as strong 
engines of growth based on so-called agglomeration 
effects that bring economic benefits to firms that are 
located at close proximity to those engaged in similar 
activities, and positive externalities due to technical 
innovation and increased productivity (economies 
of scale and network effects).  Urban economies 
are more diversified and provide opportunities for 
specialisation and division of labour. Providers of 
specialised services in large cities can achieve econo-
mies of scale, and increase their productivity as the 
cities grow larger. 

However, fast urbanisation has not always been 
accompanied by economic growth, and low institu-
tional capacity makes it difficult to keep up with the 
demand for public infrastructure and services (e.g. 
roads, electricity, housing, water sewage) needed to 
capture the agglomeration economies. The increasing 
under-supply of the enabling infrastructure results 
in a negative effect which becomes larger, the larger 
the city. In some Asian countries, the government 
is starting to take measures to limit the growth of 
megacities beyond their bearing point. While econo-
mies vary widely, The World Bank (2013) argues that 
many cities, especially in Africa, are characterised by 
low productivity due to inefficient transport systems 
and poorly functioning markets; inadequate invest-
ment in infrastructure aggravating the inefficiencies 
as cities grow; large informality (around 70 percent 
of settlements and 60 percent of economic activity); 
increasing environmental degradation; and weak 
institutional and financial systems for urban develop-
ment and management. Still, it is worth noticing that 
the informal urban jobs still manage to fuel poverty 
reduction, especially in smaller cities.

To reap the benefits of urbanisation and agglomera-
tion, the cities must be designed for connectivity; 
they must allow workers to live and commute, firms 
to have access to transport infrastructure both 
locally as well as globally, and customers should be 
able to easily reach sellers. Efficient cities require 
well-functioning, preferably carbon free public trans-
portation mechanisms that can alleviate congestion 
and increase connectivity. 
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Environment – A Challenge or an Opportunity?
Urban areas contribute disproportionally to global 
pollution, but if managed properly, urban centres 
can in fact provide an opportunity to handle current 
environmental challenges in a more cost-effective 
manner through e.g. improved energy-efficiency, 
clean public transportation systems, and improved 
water and sanitation services. The economy of scale 
in cities could substantially improve environmental 
conditions and reduce impacts on climate change if 
urban areas were to be designed into green cities. The 
UN agencies have emphasized the role of urbanisation 
in tackling environmental challenges by stating that 
the battle of sustainability will be won or lost in cities.

Cites are commonly vulnerable to climate change 
due to their typical physical location on coastal 
strips, river banks, or slopes (Sida’s Global Thematic 
Analysis 2017). Slums are at particularly high risk 
because of substandard physical and institutional 
structures for housing and basic infrastructure. 
Resilience can be improved by integrating ecosystem 
services and climate adaptation into urban planning.

Governance and Social Cohesion
When cities function efficiently, they provide an 
opportunity for cultural exchange, access to public 
services, and diversified labour market. Yet, for many 
a life in cities is characterised by poor quality informal 
housing in overcrowded neighbourhoods, limited or 
no access to basic services, and high rates of violence 
and insecurity. Planning urban services for all and 
ensuring equal access to opportunities is essential for 
socially sustainable cities.   

Successful management of land issues (e.g. planning 
for slum avoidance), fiscal decentralisation to ensure 

the resources needed for local infrastructure and 
service delivery, and inclusive social policies to cater 
for social cohesion are important building blocks for 
sustainable urbanisation. Smart city planning for 
decent urban settlements combined with equitable 
distribution of municipal services will need to be 
planned, developed, and delivered to an ever-increas-
ing urban population. 

The Investment Gap Ahead
The forthcoming rapid expansion of cities will put a 
serious strain on public-sector capacity in the years 
to come. According to UN Habitat (2016), the pro-
portion of slum dwellers in urban areas across all 
developing regions have decreased from 39 percent 
in 2000 to 30 percent in 2014, but absolute numbers 
have increased gradually. One billion new homes are 
needed worldwide by 2025 costing an estimated USD 
9-11 trillion overall7. The focus of planned housing in 
cities have mainly concentrated on home-ownership 
that only middle-class citizens can afford, while the 
key to poverty eradication lies in providing affordable 
housing for masses.  

Furthermore, the urbanisation rate of Africa is 
almost 11 times faster than in Europe, and the land 
area occupied by cities will increase even faster (UN 
Habitat). In Sub-Saharan Africa this means that in a 
little more than thirty years, the authorities will have 
to build twice as much housing, infrastructure, health 
clinics, schools etc. than has been built in the last 100 
years. And this is just to stay at the current rather 
modest level of service delivery. To live up to the SDG 
commitments about improved conditions for the poor, 
a lot more will have to be done.

7  UN Habitat (2016) World Cities Report

Figure d: Most urban dwellers live in smaller towns

Source: UN 2014, World Urbanization Prospects.
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CITIES COME IN ALL SHAPES AND SIZES
Discussion of urbanization usually takes place on an 
aggregated level. That is, population movements to all 
types of urban areas, large or small, are aggregated 
and discussed collectively. So-called megacities (here 
defined as 10 million inhabitants or more) have drawn 
a lot of attention in the recent debate on urbanisation. 
Most megacities are located in the global South, such 
as China and India, where urbanisation is progressing 
at a rapid pace. Still, megacities are not the fastest 
growing, nor do they represent the majority of the 
urban population. In fact, only about one in eight urban 
dwellers live in megacities whereas a slight majority 
live in considerably smaller urban centres with less 
than 500,000 inhabitants (see Fig d and Box 1). 

Having said that, megacities (or city regions and 
urban groups) can play an important role as inter-
national growth engines and as a link between the 
domestic and global economy. Improved commu-
nication technologies and enhanced transportation 
mechanisms have linked many national centres into 
global value chains. Increasingly, large cities serve 
as growth hubs for the regional economy. However, 
to replicate success stories of growth hubs, such as 
Bangalore or Abudja, rigorous planning and invest-
ment in infrastructure is needed in cities to ensure 
the integration into the global economy.

Figure e. Share of urban and rural population in Sida partner countries 2016

Figure f. Urban vs total population growth 2016, %

Note: No data available for Kosovo and Palestine 
Source: World Development Indicators
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Box 1: Secondary cities
The concentration of population varies widely within a country, and while a lot of attention has been paid to 
the emergence of so-called megacities, the fastest growing urban centres are in fact towns with less than 
500,000 inhabitants. These smaller towns are also where most of the urban population live. 

Figure e. Share of Urbanization/Urban growth in Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia

Source: UN Population Division, World Urbanization Prospects 2014 revision.

In many developing countries, the level of decentralisation is limited which often hinders local deci-
sion-making and development of smaller towns and more remote regions. In particular, lack of fiscal 
decentralisation to local authorities is a key problem area for the development of smaller urban centres. 
Public resources are scarce at the national level, but the situation is even more aggravated at the local 
level despite the potential higher returns.  “Primate city favouritism” or “metropolitan bias” refer to the 
tendency by governments to favour the mayor city in their country when deciding on investments. However, 
there are signs that the growth of mega cities is reaching a point of diminishing returns. For instance, 
officials in Beijing have started to actively limit the growth of the city by relocating business, factories and 
people to secondary cities where the limit of the agglomeration effects has not yet been reached.

Recent calculations indicate that migration to and investment in smaller towns and intermediate cities 
can account for more poverty reduction than big cities (Christiansen and Kanbur 2017, Christiansen 2015), 
especially if the economic base in the city region is agriculture. One reason is the closer growth and wel-
fare linkages possible between agriculture and small towns relative to what is possible with bigger cities. 
Another reason is that the majority of the urban poor live in the secondary cities, not in the big metropoli-
tan areas, and thus investment in secondary cities benefit many. Development of the local economy has 
often spin-off effects to the surrounding areas, and economic growth in smaller towns bring economic 
opportunities also to the close-by communities.
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Box 2: A Closer Look at Uganda
Uganda stands out as the least urbanised out of Sida’s partner countries. Yet, it is also among the countries 
where the urban areas are growing most rapidly. The recent Multidimensional Poverty Analysis (MDPA, 
2017) found that urbanisation is an important factor in the development dynamics of the country. 

The MDPA study argues that while East Africa as a whole is urbanizing at a rate of 1.7% annually, Uganda’s 
rate is almost 6%, with around 6 million people living in urban areas, the majority in Kampala. This num-
ber is expected to increase to 21 million by 2040. The situation can also be accentuated by the recent influx 
of refugees, mostly from South Sudan, who have been concentrated in refugee settlements in Northern 
Uganda. This has significant implications for urban citizens as basic services are neither being sufficiently 
provided to the city’s existing inhabitants nor new residents or refugees.

Urban poor in Uganda is a group largely affected by climate change. As many slums are built on reclaimed 
wetlands their exposure to flooding is great during the rainy season. The UN estimated that for Kampala, 
around 45% of the residential belongings are in flood prone areas (USAID C. R., 2016). 

Poor access to piped water, waste collection, streets or modern toilets are factors increasing vulnerability 
and resource poverty. Coupled with poor sanitation the effects of climate change are increasing the risk of 
waterborne diseases such as dysentery and cholera, with epidemics increasing in urban areas. 

The study concludes that urban households in slum areas who lack access to both productive employment 
and land/housing are vulnerable in the resource dimension of poverty. Children within these households 
are found to be particularly deprived. In conclusion, the authors note that “Programming of development 
cooperation should therefore take accentuation of trends like urbanisation, into account in order to be rel-
evant for the future development challenges in Uganda”.

Source: MDPA – Uganda (2017)

URBANISATION IN SIDA’S PARTNER 
COUNTRIES
The current rate of urbanisation varies widely in 
Sida’s partner countries (Fig e). While countries in 
Europe have matured in their urbanisation process 
and have a large and stable proportion of their popu-
lation in cities, many countries in Africa are just about 
to start their journey and rapid urbanisation is to be 
expected. Many partner countries in Asia and Africa 
are expected to double or even triple their urban 
population during the next 30 years. 

The countries where the initial rate of urbanisation is 
the lowest, are commonly found among the countries 
with fastest rates of urban growth (Fig f). Most part-
ner countries in Africa are still mostly rural, and the 
most rapid rates of urbanisation are also found here, 
e.g. in Uganda and Ethiopia. On the contrary, there 
are a few European countries where the urbanisation 
trend has stalled and the development has matured 
into a stable situation where growth in urban areas 
are at par with the growth rate of the total population. 

This means that cities are still growing, but the 
share of the population that is urban is more or less 
constant. 

The interplay between urbanisation and demographic 
transition is also notable. Many countries in Eastern 
Europe have went through a transition and are now 
facing a stable or slightly diminishing total population. 
At the same time, population growth is still relatively 
high in many Sub-Saharan African countries, but the 
growth of cities is even faster than the growth of the 
total population. 

There is also a positive relationship between the cur-
rent urbanization level and income per capita in low 
and middle-income countries, i.e. the more urbanised 
the country, the higher the income is expected to 
be (see Fig g). However, there is still a wide spread 
between urban shares for countries at similar income 
per capita levels. 
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Figure g. Cross-country relationship between urban 
population as % of total and income per capita

Source: Own calculations based on World Development 
Indicators

Figure g shows the cross-country relationship 
between urban population as a share of total popu-
lation and income per capita, where the fitted line 
represents the typical level of urbanization for a given 
income per capita level. Outliers among Sida’s part-
ner countries are highlighted and those that are above 
the line have urbanization levels that are higher than 
expected for their income level and those that are 
below have lower urbanisation levels than expected. 
Sida’s partner countries with a typical urbanization 

level for their income per capita level are not high-
lighted. Among those Sida partner countries that have 
significantly higher urbanization levels than expected 
for their income level are Liberia, Mali, Guatemala, 
Bolivia, Albania, Iraq and Colombia, while those lower 
than expected are Ethiopia, Afghanistan, Malawi, 
Uganda, South Sudan, Cambodia, Kenya, Sudan, and 
Bosnia Hercegovina. For many of these there is a 
country-specific, more or less explicit, explanation for 
why this is the case.

SLUM BUILDING VS SUSTAINABLE CITIES
In several partner countries in Africa, the annual 
urbanisation rate is around 5 percent, which puts 
high pressure on urban planning and service delivery. 
The countries where the pace of urbanisation is the 
highest are often countries where the starting point 
is the lowest, and thus some of the rapid change can 
be interpreted as a catch-up effect. However, building 
functional cities takes time and currently the rate of 
growth in cities is much beyond the capacity of these 
cities to expand their service provision. 

The negative effects of premature urbanisation can 
be seen in many of Sida’s partner countries where 
rapid urbanisation has not been accompanied by 
urban planning. For instance, in Sudan and South 
Sudan almost all urban dwellers live in slums (Fig h). 
Separate calculations show that among Sida’s part-
ner countries Colombia has significantly lower levels 
of slum dwellers than what could be expected for its 
income level. On the contrary, South Sudan, Sudan, 

Figure h. Population living in slums (% of urban population) in Sida partner countries in 2014

Note: No data available for Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cuba, Georgia, Kosovo, Moldova, Russia, 
Serbia, Ukraine and Palestine. 
Source: World Development Indicators
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Guatemala, Kenya, Zambia, Bolivia and Iraq have even 
higher shares of the urban population living in slums 
than what is typical for their income levels. Thus, 
sustainable cities are not just a question of financial 
resources, but also capacity and planning are needed 
to transform the resources into functional cities.

Being poor in cities differs from the experience in 
rural areas. Consumption is more monetarised in 
the urban economy, which makes the urban dwellers 
more vulnerable to price shocks and more dependent 
on wage employment (often in the informal sector). 
In rural areas, larger share of the consumption items 
is home grown, which provides some protection 
against disturbances in the market. Resilience against 
economic shocks in slums can be mitigated by provid-
ing access to financial services and equal access to 
employment opportunities. 

Urban poverty is concentrated into slum areas where 
inferior supply of sanitation, waste management, 
clean water and other public services make a grow-
ing ground for health hazards and environmental 
degradation. Slum dwellers are often dependent on 
natural springs for drinking water, which imposes a 
health hazards as these may be contaminated due 
to poor sanitation and flooding. The lack of proper 
drainage, together with shallow pit latrines in slums 
mean increased vulnerability to climate changes as 
increased flooding can increase the spread of water-
borne diseases and malaria. 

While a lot remains to be done, service delivery in 
urban areas is usually better in most Sida’s partner 
countries, and large share of population have access 
to electricity, water and sanitation in cities, compared 
to considerably less in the rural areas (Fig i). Even 
here, there is a large geographic variation as the 
Eastern European countries have close to universal 
coverage while in many Africa countries the differ-
ence between rural and urban areas is stunning.

Similar pattern as for sanitation can be seen in the 
access to electricity and improved water source in 
Sida’s partner countries. For instance, in Rwanda, 72 
percent of urban dwellers have access to electricity 
compared to 9 percent of the rural population (World 
Development Indicators). With such rural-urban 
inequalities, rapid urbanisation and consequently 
higher pressure on building urban infrastructure will 
continue into the foreseeable future.

While service delivery is a prerequisite for a success-
ful urbanisation process, higher population density 
that results from urbanisation can also make it more 
affordable to provide inhabitants with basic infra-
structure, especially in sparsely populated African 
countries where distances between villages are vast. 
For instance, access to (on-grid) electricity, safe water, 
and sanitation are commonly associated with high 
fixed costs that can be shared with a larger population 
in urban centres compared to remote rural locations 
where other types of solutions may be needed.

Figure i. Access to improved sanitation urban/rural 2015, %

Note: No data available for Palestine, Kosovo and Sudan
Source: World Development Indicators
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CONCLUSIONS: BUILDING CITIES FOR 
TOMORROW
Urbanisation, alongside with the ongoing demo-
graphic transition, is drastically going to transform 
the landscape for economic, environmental, and 
social development in Sida’s partner countries over 
the coming decades. It is no longer a question of a 
subtle shift, but a rapid transformation taking place 
in front of our eyes. This change will come with its 
challenges and opportunities that mayors, city plan-
ners, and development workers are often grossly 
unprepared for, as their focus is on the current needs 
and circumstances that prevail today. However, there 
is time to get the policies and planning on track as the 
major urbanisation has not yet taken place in many 
partner countries. When managed properly, urbani-
sation can play a key role in eradicating poverty (UN 
Habitat 2016), improve the environment, and enhance 
livelihoods. 

Transforming urbanisation into an engine for human 
development requires investing in the cities of 
tomorrow already now. Building urban infrastructure, 
housing, water and energy supply takes time and 
thus anticipation of the needs some years ahead is a 
key to successful service delivery in growing cities. 
Urbanisation will require higher level of investment in 
urban areas (large and small), as well as institutional 
strengthening and capacity building for sustainable 
city planning and management, as well as (fiscal) 
decentralisation and empowerment of local leaders. 

Furthermore, for cities to provide pathways out of 
poverty, harnessing the opportunities in the informal 
economy will be crucial. Economies in urban areas in 
many low-income countries are largely informal, and 
the share of informal employment is commonly even 
larger. Ensuring that the jobs provided in cities are 
productive and decent is a key challenge for alleviat-
ing urban poverty. 

Combatting negative externalities of urbanisation will 
need to go hand in hand with exploiting the develop-
ment potential of cities. While urban areas contribute 
more to the national GDP than their population share 
would imply, their contribution to environmental pol-
lution is also disproportionally large due to higher 
living standards in cities. Environmental degrada-
tion is both due to pollutive industrial production, but 
also due to heavy population pressure. Innovative 
green technologies and environmental regulation can 
improve the environmental footprint of the industrial 
production, while provision of sanitation and effective 
carbon free mass transportation services can allevi-
ate environmental hazards in highly populated areas. 

Moreover, also crime and violence continue to be per-
vasive in urban settlements, and conflict and war 
are increasingly being urbanised with cities being 
targeted as battle sites. Ensuring social cohesion 
requires ensuring adequate and equal access to ser-
vices and economic opportunities for all city dwellers.

Concentration of people in smaller areas imply often 
a concentration of development challenges in their 
different forms into urban settings. Finding new ways 
to work with development in cities and escalating 
efforts to accommodate for the ongoing change are 
required to make the ongoing urbanisation a positive 
contributor to development. To reap the benefits from 
urbanisation, policy makers will need to plan for 2030 
now. 
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