
Social Protection 

Summary: Portfolio Overview   

Sida’s Increased Support to SP 

Swedish support to Social Protection (SP) has increased in 

the last decade and in particular in 2020 when Sida 

disbursed 711 million SEK (approximately 3% of Sida´s 

development cooperation). In addition to this, Sida  decided 

on an guarantee enabling the Inter-American Development 

Bank (IDB) to lend 100 million USD to Guatemala’s 

government for social protection. Sida´s support has 

continued to grow between 2020-2021, showcasing a 

stronger focus on SP and its response to different types of 

crises beyond the COVID-19 pandemic. Today, there is support 

to fifteen countries: Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 

Mali, Mozambique, Ethiopia, Burkina Faso, Uganda, 

Sudan, Somalia, Cambodia, Rwanda, Sudan and 

Guatemala. 

Sida’s Bilateral Support in 2021 

Bilateral support is mainly aimed at government led 

programmes for cash transfers, usually with links to basic 

social services in health and education and channelled 

through UNICEF, WFP or the World Bank. Capacity 

development to strengthen the state's ability to take 

responsibility for the systems is linked to all initiatives. 

Impact evaluations and research is also closely linked to all 

initiatives.  

 

Sida SP Portfolio of Global Support 

Sida’s portfolio of global support is also increasing. There 

is a mix of modalities and partners, for example: ILO, 

OECD, WIEGO, USP2030, HelpAge International, The 

International Training Program on Social Protection 

through EPRI and the Swedish Public Employment 

Agency, and UNICEF/Innocenti. The global support 

includes the strengthening of the HRBA agenda with a 

strong focus on inclusion of discriminated groups, for 

example elderly, people living with disabilities and workers 

in the informal sector. It also includes the importance of 

universality and the broad agenda implemented by ILO 

such as SP floors and global dialogue of effective financing 

mechanisms. OECD complements the portfolio with 

programmes on, for example, the development of effective 

tax systems.  

Sida is one of the largest bilateral donors to social 

protection, and Sida participates in donor coordination 

within the Social Protection Inter-Agency Cooperation 

Board (SPIAC-B), USP2030 and subgroups, and in 

EU/EFTA. In Sweden, Sida coordinates with government 

agencies in bi-annual roundtable meetings and with Civil 

Society (for example ACT Svenska Kyrkan, PRO, Rädda 

Barnen and Olof Palme International Centre). 

 

         
                                         

                                     
                 

         
                   

          

      
                         
                  
          

       
                        

                 

      
                          
                       

        
                                          
                                           
                                               
          

         
                                           
       

       
                                  
                              
       

           
                            
                              
                           

             
                                 
                               
                                
                         

                            

                       
     
                              

                                

                           
                      

     

        

      

              

         

         

                          
                          


