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All Sida’s operations have an impact on the climate, 
the environment and human well-being, either posi-
tive or negative. Sida contributes to poverty reduction, 
sustainable development and just transformation in 
our partner countries by addressing three intercon-
nected crises – climate change, biodiversity loss 
and pollution – all of which risk eroding sustainable 
development.

This policy is part of Sida’s management system for 
climate and environment based on the Regulation for 
Environmental Management in Government Agencies 
(2009:907) and the Regulation for Government Climate 
Adaptation Work (2018:1428).

This policy shall guide the formulation of Sida’s 
internal goals and proposals for strategic objectives 
that Sida proposes to the Swedish Government. All 
employees at Sida have an important role based on 
their position to contribute to Sida’s climate and envi-
ronment work.

A PREREQUISITE FOR SUSTAINABLE AND 
REDUCED POVERTY
Sida works to create conditions for better living condi-
tions for people living in poverty and oppression. All 
of Sida’s development cooperation is based on a rights 
perspective and poor people’s perspective on devel-
opment, as well as climate and environment, conflict, 
and gender equality. As the effects of climate change, 
loss of biodiversity and environmental degradation 
become increasingly alarming, inequalities, poverty, 
conflicts and vulnerability in individuals and societies 
will increase. Therefore, climate and environmental 
work is an important prerequisite for reducing pov-
erty and must be conducted in the form of advocacy, 
targeted initiatives and integration into all of Sida’s 
operational activities.

SIDA SHALL TAKE RESPONSIBILITY IN  
ITS OPERATIONS
Sida’s activities will contribute to the implementation 
of Agenda 2030 and global environmental agreements 
such as the Paris Agreement1 and the Convention on 

1 This means that Sida does not support investments in energy system 
solutions based on fossil fuels. Sweden has signed the Statement on 
International Public Support for the Clean Energy Transition - UN Clima-
te Change Conference (COP26) at the SEC – Glasgow 2021 (ukcop26.org).

Biological Diversity. Our greatest climate and environ-
mental impact is indirect through the collaboration 
with our partners. Sida’s direct impact is through our 
own internal management systems. Sida will work 
to reduce the direct negative environmental impacts 
of the operation of its premises, of procurement and 
travel, as well as continuously identify opportunities 
for more sustainable alternatives. Sida must thus 
integrate climate and environment in a systematic 
way throughout its operations.

STRATEGIC AREAS
Sida shall support three prioritized mutually reinforc-
ing areas in development cooperation, in collaboration 
with our partners, in order to increase resilience, 
reduce poverty and contribute to the fulfilment of 
human rights2:

• Climate adaptation and mitigation  
– to strengthen climate adaptation measures, 
 support sustainable energy solutions and reduce 
the risk of disasters.

• Sustainable use, restoration and conservation  
of forest, land, water and marine resources  
– to improve the conditions for biodiversity, eco-
system services and food security.

• Reduction of air, soil and water pollution  
– to prevent, control and mitigate the release of 
 pollutants into the air, soil and water for a clean  
and healthy environment.

2 The goals of this work are governed by bilateral, regional and global 
 strategies decided by the Swedish Government for various appropriation 
items.
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