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Food was declared a Human Right by the UN in 1948. Nevertheless, in 2021 
the number of people who suffer from hunger increased with over 110 million 
in one year, largely due to the COVID-19 pandemic and conflicts – totaling 
more than 720 million people. Of those, over 283 million people in 80 countries 
were acutely food insecure or at high risk of food insecurity1,2 and the number 
continues to increase. 

1 WFP (2021), Global Operational Response Plan #3, Food Security  
Information Network. Categories based on Integrated Food Security  
Phase Classification (IPC). 

2 FAO, WFP, IFAD, WHO & UNICEF (2021), State of Food Security and  
Nutrition in the World 2021. Rome.

Food security is built upon food access, availability, and 
utilization – and the stability of those – from production to 
consumption. This also involves agency and sustainability3. 
With seven harvests left to meet the Agenda 2030-targets, 
Sweden’s development cooperation has set as priority to 
contribute to eradicating hunger and poverty. The contribu-
tions recognize the importance of rights-based approaches 
to build resilient food and ecological systems. 

In 2021, Sida’s total support to Agriculture and Food 
Security was SEK 1.4 billion, wherein 77 percent of the 
disbursements contributed to Sustainable Development 
Goal 2 (SDG2) ‘no hunger’, 62 percent to ‘climate action’ 
(SDG13), 51 percent to ‘gender equality’ (SDG5), and 46 
percent to ‘end poverty’ (SDG1). However, agriculture is also 
supported under other thematic areas, such as environ-
mental protection and multisector initiatives, making this 
sector’s contributions significantly larger in real terms and 
engagement. 

MAIN AREAS OF SUPPORT
Sida’s disbursements for Agriculture and food security 
cover five main categories: Agriculture, Forestry, Fishery, 
Rural development, and Food security policy. Disburse-
ments to the three sectors of agriculture (80 percent), 
forestry (12 percent) and fishery (8 percent) were just above 

3 HLPE (2017) Nutrition and food systems. High Level Panel of Experts on Food 
Security and Nutrition of the Committee on World Food Security. Rome

Agriculture and Food Security
Food Security – a basis for Peace and Resilience

THE GLOBAL GOALS
The Global Goals for Sustainable Development include everyone – and we can all contribute. The goals are interdependent and therefore indivisible. 
Sida’s main contribution is to implement development cooperation, thereby reducing poverty and saving lives. Together we can build a better future 
where no one is left behind.

SEK 1.4 billion in 2021, equal to about 5 percent of Sida’s 
total disbursements (Table 1). Adding rural development 
and food security policy (approximately SEK 347 million in 
2021), the agriculture and food security area reached over 
6 percent of Sida’s total disbursements in 2021. 

TABLE 1. DISBURSEMENTS TO AGRICULTURE AND  
FOOD SECURITY 2020 AND 2021

Sector
Disbursed 
amount 2020

Disbursed 
amount 2021

Share of total 
budget 2021

Number of 
contributions 
2021

Agriculture 1,048,500,000 1,133,500,000 4.2% 80
Forestry 205,600,000 174,300,000 0.7% 18
Fishery 78,000,000 114,000,000 0.4% 4
Rural devel-
opment

374,300,000 319,400,000 1.0% 23

Food security 
policy

19,800,000 27,600,000 0.1% 2

The portfolio for the agriculture sector includes over 100 
contributions with diverse support for technological develop-
ment, training, land policy reforms and land administration, 
agricultural value chain development (Table 1). Over the past 
five years, the disbursed amount to agriculture has remained 
fairly stable, with increasing support to agricultural develop-
ment, research and policy. Compared to 2020, the support to 
forestry halved and increased for fishery in 2021. Agriculture, 
forestry, and fishery have sector codes but lack specific Rio 
and Sida policy markers, and are therefore reported as con-
tributing to environmental, climate adaptation and mitigation 
benefits and  economically sustainable development.

AVAILABILITY

ACCESS

UTILIZATION

https://www.wfp.org/publications/wfp-global-operational-response-plan-update-3-november-2021
https://www.fao.org/3/cb4474en/online/cb4474en.html
https://www.fao.org/3/i7846e/i7846e.pdf
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Results

DISBURSEMENTS TO SDG 2
In 2021, Sida disbursed SEK 5.5 billion contributing to 
SDG2, in which about SEK 1.5 billion went to agricul-
ture, forestry and fishery or general environmental pro-
tection, while nearly SEK 2 billion went to emergency 
response.  

Gender equality in agriculture has long been at the centre 
of Sida’s attention. Underperformance of the agricultural 
sector in many developing countries is often attributed to 
unequal access to the resources and opportunities needed 
to secure agricultural production, such as land rights, cap-
ital, inputs and information. Involving and targeting women 
also brings other development benefits, such as children’s 
education, better food nutrition and general family health. 

DEVELOPMENT IN THE WORLD4 
Between 1990s and mid-2010s, the number of people 
suffering from hunger reduced – despite a global food 
crisis in 2008. A combination of factors leading to the 2008 
food-price inflation5 demonstrated that food security is 
more than agricultural production or calory intake – it also 
entails equal rights to access safe and nutritious food. 
Many crisis symptoms were overcome relatively fast, while 
food crises in conflict areas have remained unresolved 
for decades. Ethiopia, South Sudan, and Yemen all expe-
rienced conflict-driven food insecurity in 20216. Following 
the COVID-19 pandemic, food access and affordability have 
reemerged on the agricultural policy agenda in both low- 
and middle-income countries. High rates of food insecurity 
coincide with poverty, population growth, fragile ecosystems 
and exposure to conflicts. Addressing these challenges and 
preventing worsening circumstances, require stable, long-
term, holistic and flexible approaches7. 

The 2021 UN Food Systems Summit geared the 
 attention to five action areas and brought visibility to 
disadvantaged stakeholders, such as Indigenous Peoples, 
small-scale farmers, youth and women8. Their voices are 
important as about one-quarter of all land is used, man-
aged or owned by indigenous peoples9. A majority of the 
world’s several hundred millions of small-scale farms 
are in Africa and Asia, and have capacity to contribute to  
multiple development goals10 and commitments to the Rio 
Conventions.  

4 FAO (2021), State of Food and Agriculture 2021 – Agrifood systems. Rome
5 Headey, D. and Fan, S. (2010). Reflections on the global food crisis. IFPRI
6 WFP (2022) Global Report on Food Crises 2022. Rome
7 Gomez y Paloma, S. et al. (Eds), (2020), The Role of Smallholder Farms in Food 

and Nutrition Security. Springer.
8 Food System Summit (2021), Dialogues gateway. 
9 Garnett, S.T. et al. (2018), A spatial overview of the global importance of 

indigenous peoples for land conservation. Nature Sustainability. Link to 
Mongabay article. 

10 FAO and IFAD (2019), Global Action Plan for Family Farming 2019–2028; FSIN 
(2021), Global report on food crises 2021. Food Security Information Network. 

SIDA’S SUPPORT TO AGRICULTURE AND FOOD 
SECURITY
Of Sida’s 100 contributions to the agriculture sector in 2021, 
most funds were channeled through multilateral organisa-
tions (42 percent) and NGOs and civil society (39 percent). 
The largest part of the funds went to the African continent 
(60 percent), followed by Asia (9 percent), Europe, Oceania 
and Latin America (6 percent in total).

CHANGE STORIES
Sida supports agriculture development in conflict areas 
in Burkina Faso. “Beog-Puuto” (The future farmer) aims 
to restore eroded farmland, contribute to biodiversity and 
increase productivity through indigenous agroecological 
methods among 50,000 vulnerable households. It also aims 
to prevent violence and promote gender equality. (SEK196 
million). Furthermore, FAO’s Resilience rapid response 
targets 28,000 vulnerable households. The initiative has 
resulted in organic fertilizers to improve drought resist-
ance, better timed animal feed resources, women earning 
additional incomes from chickpea production and improved 
nutritional status (SEK 216.5 million for 2018-2021). 

Sida offers long-term support to public-private part-
nerships in the agriculture sector. In Zambia, the Musika 
project succeeded in reaching numerous targets despite 
the pandemic. Over 70 private sector partners improved 
their business with smallholders, rural domestic suppliers 
and consumers and over 272,000 smallholder households 
benefited financially through improved agricultural markets 
(SEK 164 million for 2018-2021). The Climate & Coffee Initi-
ative is a partnership between eight family-run coffee com-
panies and 90,000 smallholder farmers in eight countries, 
that develops local strategies for sustainable management, 
climate change adaptation and mitigation (SEK40 million 
for 2020-2024).

Sida supports research on agrobiodiversity and health. 
For example, the Kenya-based research institute Inter-
national Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology (icipe) 
develops biological measures to control pest and disease in 
plants, animals and people across Africa (SEK22.8 million 
in 2021).

To augment the support to COVID-19 recovery, Sida 
teamed up with USAID, BMZ/GIZ and the Netherlands’ 
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, supporting SEK180 million 
to the challenge fund Water and Energy for Food. Five 
regional hubs across Africa, Asia and MENA are matching 
innovators and investors working on water-agriculture- 
energy solutions (2019–2024). 

mailto:info@sida.se
http://www.sida.se
https://www.fao.org/state-of-food-agriculture/en/
http://cdm15738.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getfile/collection/p15738coll2/id/5724/filename/5725.pdf
https://www.wfp.org/publications/global-report-food-crises-2022
https://summitdialogues.org/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-018-0100-6.epdf?sharing_token=Nrie69cIQ4vRRWx6jTbL-dRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0Nlxfg9aDwpfTJNvkjtOhlO3PFB-aZq2SSCNsoN66Y9x1u-nIm19QfKlckgEV_S8g9vsLAngdcxz3PjcJDK7FJb7NyyqAqRY4XFrQjZZbwn00hvFvtLfnaTetnAWkEZKOiGHDBoddjBWj-C42RGhhbsmaAeSIgXRvGz9kua69an0RA1VcnKz8T0pxCArgQpZyUfm0P1wcqHIze_8gPaz05wFmoCQ-d5iB409ILWTAFPi5ZOD_PxC1SVe0g45bM53_qNZx2odT3La6lNOjcVYuBCPgURue4A9iQ5crWCc-jzOvPAnKBFjqBQttJpZBndEsCYROnSbHWyYQ6dJFlnDh86&tracking_referrer=news.mongabay.com
https://news.mongabay.com/2018/07/indigenous-peoples-control-one-quarter-of-worlds-land-surface-two-thirds-of-that-land-is-essentially-natural/
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