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The sustainability of our oceans is under severe threat from pollution and eutrophication, unsus-
tainable fishing practices, and effects from climate change such as ocean warming and acidifica-
tion. More than 3 billion people rely on the ocean for their livelihoods, and over 80 per cent of world 
merchandise trade is carried out by sea. The ocean contributes to poverty eradication, sustained 
economic growth and food security and climate regulation. Sweden promotes strengthened efforts 
for protection and restoration, sustainable management and use of marine, coastal and freshwater 
ecosystems, biodiversity, natural resources and ecosystem services and also cleaner water and 
oceans, reduced emissions of pollutants and reduced littering. Sida is targeting the most vulnerable 
coastal communities while ensuring the ocean economy is developed sustainably for the benefit of 
people and nature. Sida’s financial support to a sustainable ocean economy was SEK 719 million in 
2021. This accounts for approximately 2.8 percent of Sida’s total disbursements, steadily increasing 
over the last five years.

DEVELOPMENT IN THE WORLD
As demand for resources continues to grow and land-based 
sources decline, expectations for the ocean as an engine of 
human development are increasing, however this blue accel-
eration is already having major social and ecological conse-
quences.1 In addition, climate change is affecting the ocean 
and the impacts on ecosystem services have negative conse-
quences to the overall health and well-being of humanity with 
the projection to affect income, livelihoods, and food secu-
rity of marine resource-dependent communities. Coastal 
communities are also exposed to multiple climate- related 
hazards, including tropical cyclones, extreme sea levels and 
flooding, marine heatwaves and therefore people with the 
highest exposure and vulnerability are often those with lowest 
capacity to respond.2 Coral reefs support at least 25 percent 
of marine species and underpin the safety, coastal protection, 
wellbeing, food and economic security of hundreds of millions 
of people, worryingly, there is a steady decrease in hard coral 
since 2010.3 Similarly there is a drastic decrease in mangrove 

1 Jouffray et. al. (2019). The Blue Acceleration: The Trajectory of Human 
Expansion into the Ocean. One Earth 2:43-54.

2 IPCC, (2019). Summary for Policymakers. In: IPCC Special Report on the 
Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate, Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge, UK and New York, NY, USA, pp. 3–35. 

3 GCRMN (2019). Status of Coral Reefs of the World: 2020 report.

THE GLOBAL GOALS
The Global Goals for Sustainable Development include everyone – and we can all contribute. The goals are interdependent and therefore indivisible. 
Sida’s main contribution is to implement development cooperation, thereby reducing poverty and saving lives. Together we can build a better future 
where no one is left behind.

Sustainable  
Ocean Economy

FIGURE 1. DISBURSEMENT BY SUB-SECTOR WITHIN  
OCEAN ECONOMY 2017-2021 (MILLION SEK)
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area in the last 20 years, primarily through land use change.4 
Global capture fisheries production in 2018 reached a record 
96.4 million tonnes whereas the proportion of fish stocks that 
are within biologically sustainable levels decreased from 90 
percent in 1974 to 65.8 percent in 2017.5

4 Goldberg et al. (2020). Global declines in human-driven mangrove loss. Glob 
Change Biol.26:5844–5855.

5 FAO (2020). The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2020, Rome, Italy

https://gcrmn.net/2020-report/
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/ca9229en/
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SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AGENCY 

Address: SE-105 25 Stockholm, Sweden. Office: Valhallavägen 199, Stockholm
Telephone: +46 (0)8-698 50 00. Telefax: +46 (0)8-20 88 64
E-mail: info@sida.se. Homepage: http://www.sida.se

Results

MAIN AREAS OF SUPPORT
Sida’s support is characterized by poor people’s per-
spectives on development and the rights perspective, as 
stated in the Policy Framework for Swedish Development 
Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid. This approach involves 
giving visibility to individuals and groups who are discrim-
inated against, excluded or marginalized in societies, to 
ensure that all individuals can enjoy their human rights and 
well-being.

The ocean economy can be defined as “the sum of the 
economic activities of ocean-based industries, and the 
assets, goods and services of marine ecosystems” and can 
be divided into support of land-based activities that posi-
tively affect the ocean (Land-based) and support to ocean-
based industries and ecosystems (Ocean).6 Sida’s support 
to the ocean economy sector (as per OECD DAC definition) 
focused in 2021 on environmental and water sector pol-
icy and administrative management as well as support to 
biodiversity, fishery development, disaster risk reduction 
and research for the ocean support. For the identified land-
based support the main focus in 2021 was on biosphere 
protection, environmental and water sector policy and 
administrative management.

Support to environmental and water policy and admin-
istrative management focuses on work within legislation, 
planning and management also highlighting Source to Sea 
linkages7 and capacity development.

The worsening impact of climate change and related 
recurrent ocean and water-related disasters make risk 
reduction, adaptation and enhancing resilience critical as 
well as a need to increase integrated aspects of the ocean 
economy portfolio.

SIDA’S SUPPORT
In 2021, Sida disbursed SEK 719 million to the ocean econ-
omy sector making up approximately 2.8 percent of Sida’s 
total disbursements (Figure 1). Within the sustainable oceans 
portfolio Sida supported a range of organizations, from mul-
tilateral organizations (57%), civil society (18%), research and 
think tanks (14%) but also government agencies and networks. 
The ocean directed support SEK 522 million, all assessed 
sustainable according to the OECD methodology, and the 
Land based support, SEK 197 million together was directed 
mainly to global contributions. The ocean directed support 
was also substantial in Africa and Asia and the land-based 
support mainly in Europe and Asia (Figure 2). 

6 OECD (2020). Sustainable Ocean for All - Harnessing the Benefits of 
Sustainable Ocean Economies for Developing Countries. OECD Publishing, 
Paris.

7 Sida (2022). Applying a Source to Sea approach in Sida’s Development 
Cooperation, Thematic Brief.

To advance a Sida definition of sustainability8, contribu-
tions should also integrate gender, conflict, and democracy 
and human rights and there is clearly potential for increased 
focus in the portfolio and notable differences between land-
based and ocean in the respective policy marker (Table 1). 
Particularly striking is the low percentage for the conflict 
policy marker in the ocean focused contributions.

TABLE 1. POLICY MARKERS (SIGNIFICANT AND PRINCIPAL)  
AS PERCENTAGE OF DISBURSMENT FOR SUSTAINABLE OCEAN 
ECONOMY (AS EITHER OCEAN OR LAND-BASED)

Ocean Land-Based

Gender equality 79,2% 60,5%

Democracy and human rights 50,9% 70,2%

Conflict 23,3% 57,0%

Notably there is support in the portfolio that has a main 
focus on one or more of the above mentioned areas, such 
as the support to Danish institute for human rights (DIHR), 
WWF and the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation.

Sida’s support in 2021 was directed to a variety of organ-
izations working in the ocean sphere, such as UNDP, WB 
(ProBlue & CIWA), IIED, UNEP/FAO, African Union, Global 
Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR), the 
Swedish agency for marine and water management (SwAM) 
and many others, reflects Sweden’s commitment to ensure 
sustainable oceans. Sida also provided important financial 
support to organizations working with land-based activi-
ties that positively affect the ocean, such as UNEP, GWP, 
EBRD, UNDP and many other global, regional and bilateral 
organizations.

In addition to the support captured by the OECD DAC 
methodology, Sida provided support to a range of organ-
izations that supports a sustainable ocean economy, for 
example IUCN and WRI, meaning that the total portfolio 
and sector support tentatively is larger than the SEK 719 
million for 2021. 

FIGURE 2. GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE SUPPORT  
TO SUSTAINABLE OCEAN ECONOMY 

8 Sida (2022). Sustainable Ocean Economy. Thematic brief.
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