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Agenda 2030 is a global plan of action for 
sustainable development. It recognizes that 
ecosystem services and biodiversity are 
crucial for both people and our planet and 
are relevant to all Sustainable Development 
Goals. To support the accomplishment 
of Agenda 2030 Sida needs to promote 
the sustainable use of ecosystems and 
biodiversity.

Healthy ecosystems – the basis for social and 
economic development
Biodiversity provides the basis for Earth’s natural life sup-
port systems, delivering ecosystem services on which we 
all depend, such as food, water purification, and climate 
regulation. Loss of biodiversity has potentially devastat-
ing effects on food security, human health, business and 
industry all over the world. People living in poverty depend 
heavily on their local ecosystems for their livelihoods, and 
the impacts of ecosystem degradation and biodiversity 
loss affect them severely.

Diverse, well-managed ecosystems can contribute to 
adaptation and mitigation of climate change. There is 
a strong relationship between biodiversity and an eco-
system’s resilience – meaning the capacity to deal with 
change and continue to develop. In addition, biodiversity is 
a central component of belief systems and cultural identi-
ties worldwide.

75% of our food crops are dependent on pollinators – 
but 40% of pollinator species, such as bees and butter-
flies, face a risk of extinction. (IPBES, 20191)

Rising pressure on ecosystems and loss of biodiversity
Substantial gains in human well-being and economic de-
velopment have taken place in the last century, but at the 
expense of ecosystem degradation. 

Around one million animal and plant species are now 
threatened with extinction, which may negatively affect 
livelihoods across the globe (IPBES, 20191). The 
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity 
and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) has identified the five 
biggest drivers for biodiversity degradation and loss: 
habitat destruction caused by land and sea use change; 
exploitation of natural resources through fisheries, 

1 IPBES (2019), Summary for policymakers of the global assessment 
report on biodiversity and ecosystem ser vices of the Intergovernmental  
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services.

agriculture and forestry; climate change; pollution and 
invasive alien species (IPBES, 20191).

Crops and livestock genetic diversity continues to decline,
as well as traditional knowledge and practices associated 
with biodiversity and ecosystems. Humans are increas-
ingly dependent on fewer crops to cater for their survival, 
creating a system more vulnerable and less resilient to 
changes.

A growing world population will put further pressure on
food systems through rapidly raising food demand,
and the need to eradicate hunger. Addressing sustainability
throughout the food chain, in production, consumption and 
distribution is therefore crucial.
 

GLOSSARY

Biodiversity: Short for biological diversity – the variety of all 
forms of life on earth, including the diversity within species, 
between species and of ecosystems. 

Ecosystems services: The benefits people obtain from  
ecosystem processes, e.g. food, provision of clean water, 
regulation of climate, pollination of crops and fulfilment of 
people’s cultural needs.

Resilience: The capacity of a system – be it a forest, city or 
economy – to deal with change and continue to develop.

Biodiversity contributes directly to food security, nutrition and human well-
being. 
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Well functioning ecosystems are relevant for  
achievement of all the Global Goals. 

Goal 1. Biodiversity is crucial 
for all humanity and essential 
for the poorest as it contributes 
directly to local livelihoods and 
economic development. (See 
target 1.4; 1.5)*

Goal 2. A rich biodiversity is 
the foundation of food security. 
Our crop varieties and animal 
breeds are based on genetic 
diversity, and biodiversity  
upholds basic functions such 
as pollination, soil fertility and 
pest control. (See target 2.1; 
2.3; 2.4; 2.5; 2a)*

Goal 3. Functioning ecosystems 
can help mitigate the spread 
and impact of certain types of 
air, water and soil pollution. 
Many drugs originate from 
natural substances and have 
high medicinal values. A varied 
diet from a diversity of crops 
and animals is more nutritious. 
(See target 3.9)*

Goal 4. Addressing drivers 
of biodiversity loss requires 
behavioural change and aware-
ness and learning about the bio-
diversity values are therefore 
important. (See target 4.7; 4b)*

Goal 5. Understanding the dif-
ferent roles of men and women 
is essential when working with 
natural resources. Strengthening 
women’s rights and access to 
resources such as biodiversity 
and land are often critical for 
food security. (See target 5.1; 
5.5; 5a)*

Goal 6. Biodiversity and healthy 
ecosystems contribute to provi-
sion of clean drinking water 
and regulate the availability 
of  water, including in the ex-
tremes of drought and flood. 
Natural water infrastructure 
including conservation and 
restoration of ecosystems, 
such as forested watersheds 
and wetlands, is part of an 
integrated approach to water 
management.  
(See target 6.3; 6.4; 6.5; 6.6)*

Goal 7. Biofuels and hydro power 
investments increase access  
to clean energy but may put 
pressure on biodiversity and 
ecosystems. (See target 7.2)*

Goal 8. Biodiversity and eco-
system services are crucial 
for long-term sustainable 
 economic growth without 
 environmental degradation. 
(See target 8.4; 8.9)*

Goal 9. Many future innovations 
will be nature based. Bio-
diversity and healthy ecosystems 
can provide cost-effective 
natural infrastructure, such 
as wetlands for bio-filtration 
and improved water quality, 
or forests for storm and water 
management. (See target 9.1; 
9.4; 9.5; 9a)*

Goal 10. Analysis is needed of 
who benefits from ecosystems, 
and who bears the burden of 
negative impacts in order to 
reduce inequality within and 
among countries. (See target 
10.1; 10.2; 10.5; 10.6; 10.b)*

*Read more about the targets on: un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals

Examples of Sida’s support to the sustainable use of ecosystems and biodiversity:
• Through SwedBio, support is provided to the Alliance for Food Sovereignty in Africa (AFSA). It is a broad 

alliance of civil society actors who promote food sovereignty and agroecology in Africa. AFSA aims to 
address problems that Africa faces related to agriculture and food, including: malnutrition; environmental 
degradation; pollution and loss of agricultural biodiversity.(Links to Goals 1, 2, 10, 15 and 17.)

• Mekong River Commission,(MRC). The MRC governs the allocation and utilisation of the Mekong River 
waters by four countries – Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos. It aims to promote sustainable 
management and development of the freshwater biodiversity of the basin, home to more than 1 000 fish 
species and an important source for protein for local communities. (Links to Goals 1, 2, 6, 8 and 15.) 



Well functioning ecosystems are relevant for  
achievement of all the Global Goals. 

Goal 11. Biodiversity and eco-
system services is essential in 
urban planning, underpinning 
core functions, such as water 
and food supply, regulating 
temperature and absorbing 
pollution, reducing flooding and 
other disaster risks, and pro-
viding healthy environments. 
Nature based solutions will 
become increasingly important 
as the world’s urban population 
rapidly grows, 60 % of the area 
projected to be urban in 2030 
has yet to be built. (See target 
11.3; 11.4; 11.7; 11a; 11b)*

Goal 12. Biodiversity provides 
renewable natural resources 
that require sustainable con-
sumption and production to 
ensure their long-term avail-
ability. (See target 12.2; 12.4; 
12.8; 12a)*

Goal 13. Biodiversity and eco-
system services have a key role 
in mitigation and adaptation to 
climate change. Mainstreaming 
them in Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) under the 
climate convention offers an 
opportunity. (See target 13.1; 
13a; 13b)*

Goal 14. Sound management of 
marine and coastal ecosystems 
is essential for the sustainable 
use of the oceans. (See all tar-
gets under Goal 14.)*

Goal 15. This goal explicitly 
deals with terrestrial eco-
systems and biodiversity.  
The Convention on Biological 
Diversity, CBD, has with its  
196 parties developed a  
strategy to halt biodiversity 
loss. (See all targets under 
Goal 15.)*

Goal 16. Most poor people’s 
livelihoods depend on the 
 access to natural resources. 
Equity in access to the benefits 
of these and access to justice 
and accountable institutions 
are vital to exercise rights to 
food, water etc. (See target 
16.3; 16.5; 16.6; 16.7; 16.8)*

Goal 17. The Addis Ababa Action 
Agenda refers to the Convention 
on Biological Diversity and its 
strategy for resource mobili-
sation that includes phasing  
out harmful subsidies, and 
introducing positive incentives 
and mechanisms such as Pay-
ment for Ecosystem Services, 
Biodiversity Offsets, Green 
Markets, and synergies with 
climate financing, with safe-
guards considering e.g. access 
to resources and livelihoods. 
(Many relevant targets e.g.  
target 17.7)

*Read more about the targets on: un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals

Examples of Sida’s support to the sustainable use of ecosystems and biodiversity:
• UN Environment’s Medium Term Strategy: The Strategy includes many environmental aspects, one being 

integrating biodiversity in countries’ management of land, water and living resources. It also integrates 
gender in its framework and as an expected measurable outcome. (Links to Goals 1, 5, 14 and 15.)

• Wetlands Program in Mali: The Niger inland delta is of great importance for biodiversity, it hosts a large 
number of migratory birds, fish species as well as local plant species of high socio-economic value for 
the local population. Sida supports the government of Mali in establishing a method for the sustainable 
management of the delta’s biodiversity resources. (Links to Goals 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 10, 13, 15 and 16.)



Ways forward 
Ways forward include raising awareness about the diverse 
benefits we obtain from nature, and the importance of 
the sustainable use of ecosystems and biodiversity. Their 
values should be integrated in the economy and in devel-
opment strategies, in collaboration with relevant actors.

People perceive, experience and interact with nature in 
many ways. This results in different understandings of the 
role that nature plays as the foundation of people’s lives 
and in contributing to their quality of life, leading to a diver-
se range of values related to nature. However, policyma-
king largely disregards the multiple ways in which nature 
matters to people in that it often prioritizes a narrow set of 
nature’s values. (IPBES 20222)

There is also a need to reduce harmful subsidies and in-
troduce financial incentives for conservation and sustain-
able use, as well as promoting sustainable consumption 
and production patterns.

An important part of the solution is the mainstreaming of 
sustainable biodiversity management in agriculture, aqua-
culture and forestry. Other important aspects are fostering 
appropriate governance, land tenure and resource rights, 
the equitable sharing of benefits from biodiversity, and 
the development of law and institutions. Linking ecosys-
tem management to adaptation and mitigation of climate 
change are necessary parts of integrated solutions.

Resources
In Sida’s Green Tool Box:

Sida (2021 and 2022) – Biodiversity Marker Guides on – 
Agriculture – Fisheries – Forestry – Health – Water and 
sanitation – Energy.

Sida (2022) – Agriculture, Biodiversity and Ecosystems 
Services.

Sida (2022) – Human Rights, Biodiversity and Ecosystems.

Sida (2022) – Urban Development, Biodiversity and 
Ecosystems.

Sida (2022) – Step-by-step guide for environmental inte-
gration into Sida’s operations.

Sida (2022), Climate and Environment Policy.

2 IPBES (2022), Summary for policymakers of the methodo logical assess-
ment of the diverse values and valuation of nature of the Intergovern-
mental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services.

SIDA, BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEMS  
– WHAT WE DO
Sida has been given an Assignment by the Swedish 
Government on Biodiversity and Ecosystems requesting 
Sida to during 2020–2023, integrate biodiversity in all its 
operations in order to sustain people and their livelihoods. 
Four main areas for operationalizing the Assignment have 
been identified by Sida. 

Integration – Ensure to coun teract drivers of degrada-
tion of ecosystems and loss of biodiversity by integrating 
analyzis of ecosystems and biodiversity in the opera tions, 
in coherence with climate and environment in general. 
Strengthen focus on links between biodiversity and hu-
man rights, democratic principles and good governance. 
A gender equality and conflict perspective as well as the 
protection of Indigenous peoples’ rights are central start-
ing points. 

Targeted Biodiversity contributions: Analyze goals within 
the strategies, guiding Sida’s operations, to halt ecosys-
tem degra dation and loss of biodiversity, and contribute to 
sustainable management and sustainable use. Strengthen 
policy development and capacity development. Identify co-
financing for biodiversity within multilateral development 
cooperation with a special focus on Africa.

Dialogue multilaterals and EU: Strengthen the dia-
logue with the multilateral system and the European 
Commission on biodiversity and sustainable management 
and use of natural resources. 

Mobilizing capital: Focus on mobilizing financing from 
other actors, for example through increased use of the 
guarantee instrument.
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Advice to Sida programme officers: 
Review if the partner has addressed biodiversity in the 
mandatory environmental assessment and in the sub-
sequent programming. 
For bilateral development cooperation one point 
of departure is to analyse how countries National 
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans (NBSAPs) are 
formulated. NBSAPs are developed by each signatory of 
the Convention on Biological Diversity on how the coun-
try intends to fulfil the objectives of the Convention.

Namba Park, Osaka – Urban vegetation cools buildings, provides food, and 
prevents flooding. 

P
ho

to
: A

m
an

da
 P

et
er

so
n/

Fl
ic

kr

A
rt

. n
o.

: s
id

a6
25

70
en

, u
rn

:n
bn

:s
e:

si
da

-6
25

70
en

 P
ri

nt
: L

ju
ng

be
rg

s 
20

22

SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AGENCY

Visiting address: Rissneleden 110, 174 57 Sundbyberg
Postal address: Box 2025, SE-174 02 Sundbyberg, Sweden
Telephone: +46 (0)8-698 50 00. Telefax: +46 (0)8-20 88 64
E-mail: sida@sida.se Web: sida.se/en

https://www.sida.se/en/for-partners/methods-materials/green-toolbox/
https://cdn.sida.se/app/uploads/2022/02/21150523/10205793_Environmental_integration_into_Sidas_operations_webb.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/nbsap/

