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Human Rights Based Approach 
and Dimensions of Poverty

POVERTY TOOLBOX NOVEMBER 2022

The Human Rights Based Approach (HRBA) is 
integral to Sida’s work to reduce multidimen-
sional poverty. The main purpose of this brief  
is two-fold: to highlight the main connections 
between the HRBA and Sida’s multidimensional 
approach to poverty, and to give guidance on 
how HRBA can be applied in Multidimensional 
Poverty Analysis (MDPA).1 

THE HRBA AND SIDA’S APPROACH TO 
MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY
The HRBA is one of five perspectives in Sweden’s 
development cooperation. The perspective means that 
the human rights of women, men, girls, boys and non-
binary persons living in poverty and under oppression 
should be a point of departure in all Sweden’s devel-
opment cooperation – both in operations and in analy-
sis, not least in the MDPA. 

BOX 1: THE HRBA2

The HRBA is based on human rights principles and standards 
agreed upon by the member states of the United Nations and for-
mulated in legally binding treaties that started with the United 
Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. Applying 
the HRBA places the human rights of persons living in poverty 
and under oppression (rights holders) at the centre of develop-
ment cooperation. The HRBA aims to enable them to take steps 
out of that situation, and pinpoints actors and institutions (duty 
bearers) responsible for respecting, protecting, promoting and 
fulfilling those human rights. A HRBA always includes:

Duty  
bearers

Empowerment and 
capacity development

claim their 
rights to…

respect, protect,  
promote and  

fulfill rights of…

Rights  
holders

Empowerment of rights holders (women, men, girls, boys and 
non-binary persons living in poverty and under oppression) to 
enable them to take action to address their situation and claim 
their rights individually and collectively. 

Capacity development of duty bearers, i.e. those with obliga-
tions to respect, protect, promote and fulfil human rights. 

1 This is a thematic brief of Sida’s Poverty Toolbox. It is also a thematic 
technical note which is part of a series of technical notes that aim to 
support Sida staff and partners to apply the HRBA.

2 For a more detailed description of HRBA, please see the HRBA Tool Box

Fundamentally, applying the HRBA to multidimen-
sional poverty is about the empowerment of persons 
living in poverty and under oppression. In 2004 the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
developed a conceptual framework on a HRBA to 
poverty reduction3, which says that: “The human rights 
approach to poverty reduction offers an explicit norma-
tive framework that has been universally accepted and 
codified in the international law of human rights. This 
framework is based on universally recognized moral val-
ues and reinforced by legal obligations that States have 
widely and voluntarily incurred by ratifying various trea-
ties. As such, it provides a uniquely compelling frame-
work for all kinds of State policies, including policies for 
poverty reduction.” 4
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Sida has a multidimensional approach to poverty5, 
where poverty is experienced as deprivations within 
four dimensions: resources, opportunities and choice, 
power and voice, and human security. Sida’s analyti-
cal framework for analysing multidimensional poverty 
is called MDPA. The aim of an MDPA is to gain an 
understanding of who are living in poverty, how that 
poverty is experienced, and why poverty exists – the 
structural causes or the root causes, including the 

3 OHCHR, Conceptual Framework on a Human Rights and Poverty Reduc-
tion, 2004.

4 OHCHR, Summary of the Draft Guidelines on a human rights approach to 
poverty reduction, 2004.

5 Dimensions of Poverty: Sida’s Conceptual Framework, Sida, 2017 

https://www.sida.se/en/for-partners/methods-materials/human-rights-based-approach
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/PovertyReductionen.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/PovertyReductionen.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Poverty/Summary1.doc
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Poverty/Summary1.doc
https://cdn.sida.se/publications/files/sida62028en-dimensions-of-poverty-sidas-conceptual-framework.pdf
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opportunities to move away from it, as well as risks 
for increased poverty. These causes of poverty are 
found in the development context: political and insti-
tutional aspects, economic and social aspects, peace 
and conflict aspects, and environment and climate 
aspects. 

Sida’s approach to multidimensional poverty, and thus 
the MDPA framework, builds on and integrates HRBA, 
as shown in these two examples: 

• In an MDPA, poverty is seen as deprivations, for 
example, lack of access to quality education, or lack 
of human security. These two examples are also 
human rights that are out of reach. An MDPA thus 
includes an analysis of the enjoyment of human 
rights, even if this sometimes is not spelled out. 

• At the heart of a HRBA is the recognition that 
unequal power relations and social exclusion 
deny people their human rights and keep them 
in poverty. This is recognised in Sida’s approach 
to multidimensional poverty, that emphasises 
that a person or a group may simultaneously face 
different forms of discrimination and inequalities 
that intersect with each other, and that reinforce 
poverty.6 

The remainder of this brief gives guidance on how the 
HRBA can be applied when analysing multidimen-
sional poverty. 

APPLYING PLANET AS A TOOL IN THE MDPA 
Sida uses the tool PLANET to organise and apply 
the HRBA (see Box 2 below). When applying HRBA in 
strategies and contributions to find interventions that 
can contribute to positive change, an equal weight 
should be given to all the components of PLANET. 
The same goes for applying PLANET in an MDPA, 
although focus is on analysis and not on operations. 

6 The MDPA should therefore as much as possible disaggregate in terms of 
gender, ethnicity, age, language, religion, refugee status or similar. 
National statistics do not always include some of these groups, or does 
not disaggregate information. Information on their situations can instead 
often be found in qualitative reports, reports from partners or similar.

BOX 2: PLANET AS A TOOL FOR ANALYSING 
MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY

Sida uses the abbreviation PLANET as a tool to apply HRBA when 
planning, assessing and following-up contributions. PLANET 
can also be used when analysing a specific context, such as in the 
MDPA, when planning and operationalising a strategy, and in dia-
logue with partners. The PLANET components are applicable in 
all contexts and in all thematic areas.

Empowerment  
and Capacity 
Development

Participation

Links to  
human rights  

obligations
Transparency

Non- 
discrimination

Accountability

PLANET includes: Participation, Links to human rights obliga-
tions, Accountability, Non-discrimination and equality, Empow-
erment and capacity development, and Transparency. While 
dividing the HRBA into these parts, it should be noted that the 
letters in PLANET are all interlinked in one way or another and 
need to be considered holistically.

By posing questions based on each component of 
PLANET, the MDPA can lead up to conclusions that 
can serve as input into operational decisions on in-
terventions that target the root causes of poverty and 
oppression. Possible questions to ask in relation to 
the components of PLANET when analysing multidi-
mensional poverty are:

Participation
• Are there international, regional or national legal 

frameworks and practices that enable or prevent 
meaningful participation of discriminated and mar-
ginalised rights holders and their representatives 
(political and institutional aspect of the context)? 

• Do people living in poverty participate in decision-
making in matters that affect their lives (power and 
voice dimension)?

Links to human rights obligations
• How can the human rights situation be described 

and what are the human rights issues (all 
dimensions)? 

• Which international and regional human rights 
treaties have been adopted/ratified by the 
State/s? Have the human rights obligations been 
incorporated into national legislation, enforced and 
implemented (all aspects of the context)?
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Accountability
• Who are the duty bearers on different levels in the 

context? Do they have sufficient capacity and inter-
est to be accountable to rights holders? (political 
and institutional as well as economic and social 
aspects of the context) 

• Are there mechanisms for participation and com-
plaints in place for rights holders, civil society 
and other stakeholders to hold the duty bearers 
to account (political and institutional aspect of the 
context)?

Non-discrimination and equality
• Whose human rights are not realised, who are most 

subjected to discrimination and marginalisation (all 
dimensions)? 

• Which are the root causes of the non-realisation of 
their human rights (all aspects of the context)? 

Empowerment and capacity development7

• How can the powers, capacities and interests of 
rights holders (all dimensions), and of duty bearers 
and other stakeholders (all aspects of the context) 
be described? 

Transparency
• What do relevant international and regional human 

rights treaties and national legislation say about 
transparency (political and institutional aspect of 
the context)?

• Is information available and accessible to rights 
holders, but also to duty bearers and other relevant 
stakeholders (political and institutional aspect of 
the context)?

APPLYING THE L IN PLANET: USING THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS MECHANISMS TO INFORM 
THE MDPA
A range of international and regional human rights 
treaties and national laws are related to the four 
dimensions of poverty that Sida identifies.8 The 
extent to which these human rights standards are 
realised is followed up by monitoring bodies, such 
as UN and regional committees, special rapporteurs 
and independent experts, peer reviewers, as well as 
national human rights institutions and civil society 
organisations. The monitoring bodies formulate 
7 A Power Analysis can deepen this analysis. Please see Power Analysis,  

A Practical Guide, Sida, 2013
8 There are also a range of important international agreements that are not 

legally binding per se, but that are based on legally binding human rights 
treaties and laws, that are of relevance when analysing multidimensional 
poverty. An example is Agenda 2030 on Sustainable Development. The tar-
gets of the Sustainable Development Goals are to 90 percent linked to the 
UN human rights treaties.

their findings in a variety of ways, such as in reports, 
observations and recommendations. 

One important way of applying PLANET in the MDPA 
is to use the wealth of information from these human 
rights mechanisms and the monitoring bodies. In Box 
3 there are links to sites where you can find these 
reports, observations and recommendations for the 
country where you are active.

BOX 3: BODIES MONITORING HUMAN RIGHTS

These are the committees (treaty bodies) that monitor the United 
Nations’ nine core human rights treaties, and that issue conclud-
ing observations such as those cited in the next section: 

• Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination, CERD

• Committee on Civil and Political Rights, CCPR

• Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, CESCR

• Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women, CEDAW

• Committee against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, CAT

• Convention on the Rights of the Child, CRC

• Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 
Workers and Members of Their Families, CMW

• Committee for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance, CED 

• Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, CRPD

At the international level there is also the Human Rights Council, 
which monitors human rights through the Special Procedures 
and Universal Periodic Review Mechanism. 

Regional human rights systems have been developed to provide 
more contextual frameworks to human rights that, for example, 
are monitored by: 

• The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the 
African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the East African 
Court of Justice, and the African Committee of Experts on the 
Rights and Welfare of the Child, 

• The Council of Europe, the European Committee on Social 
Rights, and the European Court of Human Rights.

• The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the 
Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 

At national level, constitutions and laws are monitored by 
national courts at different levels, as well as by parliaments and 
national human rights institutions. Civil Society has an important 
role in contributing to the States’ legislation and monitoring of 
human rights through working on or with governments. Media 
also contributes to monitoring of human rights through its 
important ‘watchdog’ function.  

Using human rights reporting to inform the 
analysis of the dimensions of poverty
The analysis of the dimensions of poverty should lead 
up to conclusions on who is living in poverty, and 
how that poverty is experienced. As described above, 
what is called deprivations in the MDPA is sometimes 
the same as lack of full enjoyment of certain human 

https://cdn.sida.se/publications/files/sida61639en-power-analysis-a-practical-guide.pdf
https://cdn.sida.se/publications/files/sida61639en-power-analysis-a-practical-guide.pdf
https://www.government.se/government-policy/the-global-goals-and-the-2030-Agenda-for-sustainable-development/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/cerd
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CCPR/Pages/CCPRIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cescr/pages/cescrindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cedaw/pages/cedawindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cat/pages/catindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CMW/Pages/CMWIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/ced
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/CRPDIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/home.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Welcomepage.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Welcomepage.aspx
https://achpr.org/public/Document/file/English/banjul_charter.pdf
http://www.african-court.org/
http://www.african-court.org/
http://eacj.org/
http://eacj.org/
https://www.acerwc.africa/
https://www.acerwc.africa/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal
https://d.docs.live.net/8831deee7a306501/Dokument/0000.%20NIRAS/1.%20Uppdraget/Anna/Det%20jag%20jobbar%20p%C3%A5/Inside/coe.int/en/web/european-social-charter/european-committee-of-social-rights
https://d.docs.live.net/8831deee7a306501/Dokument/0000.%20NIRAS/1.%20Uppdraget/Anna/Det%20jag%20jobbar%20p%C3%A5/Inside/coe.int/en/web/european-social-charter/european-committee-of-social-rights
https://www.echr.coe.int/pages/home.aspx?p=home
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/
https://www.corteidh.or.cr/estatuto.cfm?lang=en# 
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rights. This section describes which human rights 
that correspond to the various dimensions, and gives 
examples of information from monitoring bodies that 
can be used to inform the MDPA.

Being poor in terms of resources 
means not having access to or power 
over resources that can be used to 
sustain a decent living standard and 
improve one’s life. Resources can be 

both material and non-material, for example, a decent 
income, capital, being educated or trained, having 
professional skills, or being healthy. Human rights 
standards in relation to the dimension of resources, 
for example, include the right to an adequate stand-
ard of living which means adequate food and nutrition, 
clothing, housing, the necessary conditions of care 
when required, the right to land ownership, the right 
to water services (which means access to sufficient, 
safe, physically accessible and affordable water for 
personal and domestic use), and the right to social 
protection.

BOX 4: RESOURCES, EXAMPLE FROM HUMAN 
RIGHTS TREATY BODY, UKRAINE

In a concluding observation the Committee on Economic, 
Cultural and Social Rights is concerned that Roma persons, 
particularly Roma persons with disabilities and Roma women 
(rights holders) face a number of barriers in their access to and 
enjoyment of Covenant rights. These include employment, 
access to identity documents, access to justice due to lack of 
financial resources and lack of knowledge, health care, and 
education. The Committee identifies and raises concerns in 
relation to Ministry of Social Policy and systems and policies of 
the duty bearers. 

Being poor in terms of opportunities 
and choice concerns what possibilities 
you have to develop and/or use your 
resources so as to move out of poverty. 
Access to, for example, social services, 

to infrastructure, to capital, to land, or to natural 
resources, affects the opportunities and choices. 
Human rights standards in relation to the dimension 
of opportunities and choice, for example, include the 
right to education and health care, access to justice 
and the right to social protection. 

BOX 5: OPPORTUNITIES AND CHOICE, EXAMPLE 
FROM HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY BODY, AFGHANISTAN

In the concluding observation the Committee on the Elimination 
of Discrimination against Women identifies and raises concerns 
in relation to lack of initiatives on the part of the State (the duty 
bearer) in relation to women and girls in rural areas (the rights 
holders) and what could be door openers for them to the dimen-
sion of opportunities and choice as well as other dimensions – 
such as education; health care; water and sanitation; 
entrepreneurship; access to justice; the right to not be subjected 
to gender-based violence; as well as access to land, equipment, 
markets, finance and technology. 

Being poor in terms of power and voice 
relates to the ability of people to articu-
late their concerns, needs and rights 
in an informed way, and to take part in 
decision-making that relates to these 

concerns. Human rights standards in relation to the 
dimension of power and voice, for example, include 
the interlinked rights to: meaningful participation, 
non-discrimination and equality, access to justice, and 
transparent and timely information. Knowledge about 
who does not have power and voice, can among other 
things, be obtained from human rights bodies at the 
international, regional and national levels. 

BOX 6: POWER AND VOICE, EXAMPLE FROM A 
HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY BODY, MYANMAR

In the concluding observation the Committee on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities identifies and raises concerns regard-
ing the State of Myanmar’s obligations to non-discriminatory and 
equal right to freedom of expression by persons with disabilities. 
Those rights are pre-requisites for other human rights, such as 
achieving the right to participation. The Committee identifies 
specific gaps in the human right to transparency of persons with 
disabilities. 

Being poor in terms of human security 
implies that violence and insecurity 
are constraints to different groups’ and 
individuals’ possibilities to exercise 
their human rights and to find paths out 

of poverty. The right to security is in itself a human 
right. Other human rights standards in relation to the 
dimension of human security, for example, include the 
right to not be subjected to violence, of children to not 
participate in war, and for people to have access to 
justice, including redress and without fear of reprisal. 
In situations of violent conflict, human security also 
relates to violations of International Humanitarian 
Law (IHL) and the extent to which state and armed 
non-state actors respect key IHL principles.9

9 For further information, see Sida “Human Rights Based Approach and 
International Humanitarian Law”, June 2022 

https://cdn.sida.se/app/uploads/2022/06/23165030/10205933_Sida_TN_HRBA_IHL_webb.pdf
https://cdn.sida.se/app/uploads/2022/06/23165030/10205933_Sida_TN_HRBA_IHL_webb.pdf
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BOX 7: HUMAN SECURITY, EXAMPLE FROM HUMAN 
RIGHTS TREATY BODY, NIGER

In the concluding observation the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child identifies and raises concerns regarding the lack of 
mechanisms and measures taken by Niger to prevent children in 
vulnerable and marginalized situations from becoming victims of 
offences. The Committee identifies particular groups as 
specifically marginalised, such as children in slavery, in street 
situations, who are migrants, refugees or asylum seeking, or in 
forced labour. 

Using human rights reporting in the analysis of 
the development context
The findings of the monitoring bodies also contain 
vital input on root causes of poverty to be used in 
the MDPA. States are responsible for protecting, 
respecting and fulfilling human rights – and thereby 
also for reducing poverty. This means creating the 
preconditions for the fulfillment of human rights, and 
thereby also for people to move out of poverty. Such 
preconditions include the content and implementation 
of constitutions, laws, policies, and guidelines, but 
also governance structures, public administration and 
service delivery, coordination and complaints mecha-
nisms, budgets, independent monitoring institutions, 
and justice systems. All based on the principles of the 
rule of law. When analysing the different aspects of 
the development context in the MDPA, it is important 
to assess these preconditions. 

The social and economic aspects 
of the context include the 

size and growth rate of the 
economy including different 
sectors, labour markets, 
trade and investments, 
macroeconomic factors 

including fiscal and monetary 
variables, education and health 

systems, and demographic trends. 
When analysing the economic and social aspects of 
the context it is important to bear in mind that policies 
that affect inflation rates, employment opportunities, 
or taxation have different impacts on different groups 
of people through the effects that these policies have 
on affordability of food, housing and debt payments, 
or the availability of public resources for health care. 
In the same manner, the education or health system 
may be adapted to the needs of and be available to 
some groups – while not to others.

BOX 8: SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONTEXT, EXAMPLE 
FROM HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY BODY, BOLIVIA

The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural rights notes the 
increase in tax revenue and significant economic growth in the 
years reported on, as well as the increase in social spending and 
notable reduction in inequality since the last report. However, the 
Committee is concerned that inequality is still high and that the 
tax system is not very progressive. The Committee is also con-
cerned about the excessive indirect taxes of the state that prevent 
opportunities to further reduce inequality and obtain more 
resources for the realisation of economic, social and cultural 
rights. The Committee regrets the lack of a comprehensive and 
inclusive education policy, lack of sufficient resources, the preva-
lence of discriminatory stereotypes in the educational environ-
ment, the existence of segregated schools and the lack of 
specialised teachers to work with students with disabilities. 

The political and institutional 
aspects of the context refer to 

formal and informal political 
institutions and processes, 
norms, structures and rela-
tions of power, the rule of 
law, and respect for and ful-

filment of human rights – in 
legislation, policy, and govern-

ance. The roots of poverty can often 
be traced to unequal power relations and lack of voice 
and influence for different parts of the population. 

BOX 9: POLITICAL AND INSTITUTIONAL CONTEXT, 
EXAMPLE FROM HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY BODY, 
KENYA

The Human Rights Committee monitors the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and notes concerns about 
Sections 162 and 165 of the Penal Code criminalizing same-sex 
relations, and the High Court ruling in 2019 that declared those 
provisions to be constitutional, and that the State party reporting 
that that prohibition is based upon same-sex relations being 
unacceptable to Kenyan culture and values. 

The peace and conflict aspects 
of the context refer to fac-

tors such as social cohesion, 
trust, conflict resolution 
mechanisms, justice, and 
arms control on the one 
hand and violence, tensions, 

grievances (real and per-
ceived) and conflicting interests 

on the other. Serious human rights 
violations and patterns of discrimination raise ten-
sions in society and risk escalating into armed conflict 
if not addressed. In many contexts of conflict, increas-
ing the respect for and fulfillment of human rights is 
equal to tackling some of the root causes of conflict 
by addressing grievances, eliminating inequalities, 
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and allowing people to participate in decision-making 
that affects their lives. In an ongoing violent conflict 
violations of IHL often occur and need to be analysed 
and addressed.10

BOX 10: PEACE AND CONFLICT CONTEXT, EXAMPLE 
FROM HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY BODY, SOMALIA

In the Somalian government’s report to the Universal Periodic 
Review of the Human Rights Council regarding the recruitment 
and use of child soldiers in the country, it notes that Somalia has 
made substantial progress in addressing the recruitment of child 
soldiers. The Federal Government of Somalia (FGS) has put in 
place vetting mechanisms through the National Intelligence and 
Security Agency (NISA) for children that escaped terrorist 
captivity. The Ministry of Defense (MoD) has continued the 
implementation of the national action plan on the recruitment 
and use of children and the action plan on killing and maiming of 
children in armed conflict. The MoD has developed a 
comprehensive and effective vetting mechanism to ensure that 
individuals responsible for serious crimes are not allowed to 
enter or remain in the Somali security forces. Moreover, the FGS 
has supported the establishment of four committees to 
coordinate policies relating to children, domestication and 
implementation of the CRC, and coordination of various child 
rights NGOs. The Ministry of Women and Human Rights 
Development (MoWHRD) is working with the different 
stakeholders to harmonize the committees to enhance 
effectiveness. The MoWHRD, in cooperation with the MoD, has 
worked on establishing a policy framework to support the 
reintegration and protection of child soldiers.

The environmental and climate 
aspects of the context include 

the state of the environ-
ment and the use of natural 
resources and ecosystem 
services on the one hand 

and consequences, risks 
and vulnerabilities as a result 

from the three interconnected 
crises – climate change, biodi-

versity loss and pollution – on the other. The three 
interconnected crises are increasingly evident with 
devastating effects on basic human rights, including 
the human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable 
environment. 

10 For further information, see Sida “Human Rights Based Approach and 
International Humanitarian Law”, June 2022 

BOX 11: ENVIRONMENTAL AND CLIMATE CONTEXT, 
EXAMPLE OF THE HUMAN RIGHT TO A CLEAN, 
HEALTHY AND SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT, 
BRAZIL AND VENEZUELA

The Human Rights Council resolution on the human right to a 
clean, healthy and sustainable environment, adopted in October 
2021, has been reaffirmed by a UN General Assembly resolution 
in July 2022. The resolutions are not legally binding and there is 
no UN human rights treaty body with a mandate to monitor the 
issue. There is nevertheless important reporting on the UN 
Human Rights website. For example by the Special Rapporteurs 
and in newsletters. One example is about the Yanomami, an 
indigenous tribe, in the Amazon rainforest on the border between 
Brazil and Venezuela. For centuries, they have inhabited a vast 
area of forest and rivers, living off fishing, hunting and fruit 
gathering. Now the tribe is at serious risk of losing their lands, 
culture and traditional way of life. The lust for gold and other 
valuable minerals that lay beneath the territory of the tribe has in 
recent years attracted a wave of illegal miners who have cut 
down forests, poisoned rivers and brought deadly diseases to the 
tribe. The devastation caused by the illegal gold miners and 
powerful economic interests is posing a threat to biodiversity, 
multiple human rights and the very existence of indigenous life. 

APPLYING THE A IN PLANET: ANALYSING 
ACCOUNTABILITY IN THE MDPA
The A component of PLANET, Accountability of duty 
bearers, or lack thereof, can contribute to or under-
mine efforts to ending poverty. Therefore, account-
ability is an important aspect to analyse in the MDPA. 
It is mainly analysed in the political and institutional 
aspects of the context, but also in other parts of the 
analysis. 

BOX 12: THREE DIMENSIONS OF ACCOUNTABILITY11 

Accountability is a cornerstone of the human rights framework, 
itself a system of norms that govern the relationship between 
duty bearers in authority and rights holders affected by their 
actions and who can hold duty bearers to account. Accountability 
refers to the obligation of the duty bearers 

• to take responsibility for respecting, protecting and fulfilling 
human rights, 

• to answer for acts or omissions of that duty to those affected, 
and 

• to be subject to some form of enforceable sanctions if there is 
no good explanation for acts that go against human rights or 
omissions to implement them.  

11 Who will be accountable? Human Rights and the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda, UN OHCHR, 2013, p. 4
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Here follows some guiding questions that will 
help the analysis of accountability in the MDPA:  

In the dimension power and voice:
• Is there equal access to justice? 

In the political and institutional aspect of the 
development context:
• Are there accountability mechanisms for people 

whose human rights have been violated? 
• Does misconduct and poor performance of state 

officials go unnoticed? Are steps for remedy taken?
• Are elections free and fair? 
• Are there checks and balances, including 

functioning institutions such as parliaments 
and independent monitors, for example, audit 
institutions and courts?

• Is rule of law adhered to?
• Are there meaningful participation mechanisms, 

that make voices of rights holders and civil society 
heard and taken into account in decision-making? 

In all aspects of the development context: 
• Are laws, policies, and governance systems 

planned, formulated and budgeted for in ways that 
make implementation and follow-up possible? 

• Do laws, policies and regulations include directives 
that have a positive impact on rights holders? For 
example, laws regulating the private sector’s use 
of natural resources in a way that takes indigenous 
peoples’ needs into account.

• What is the capacity of the government and public 
institutions to implement and follow-up on those 
laws, policies and regulations? 

TOOLS FOR USING HRBA IN THE 
MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY ANALYSIS
Sida’s Poverty Toolbox provides tools and guidance for 
conducting multidimensional poverty analysis. Many 
of the questions in the Guiding Questions help apply-
ing HRBA during the analysis. The brief on Poverty 
Toolbox – Gender Equality and Dimensions of Poverty, 
2020 (sida.se) highlights the connections between 
gender inequality and dimensions of poverty, and the 
brief on The Perspectives of People Living in Poverty 
gives guidance on applying this perspective during the 
analysis. 

Furthermore, HRBA tools can be found in the HRBA 
Toolbox. The Thematic Technical Notes are helpful 
also for the MDPA (for example, the Technical Note on  
Market development is helpful in the analysis of the 
economic and social aspects of the context).

External HRBA tools and information include UN 
HRBA Portal, UN treaty body database, Special 
Procedures thematic or country documentation, and 
the Universal Periodic Review country documents, 
 recommendations and voluntary pledges. Also, the 
EU HRBA Toolbox (create an account) the Human 
Rights Guide to the Sustainable Development Goals of 
the Danish Human Rights Institute.

https://www.sida.se/en/for-partners/methods-materials/poverty-toolbox/
https://cdn.sida.se/app/uploads/2021/08/24161355/MDPA-Guiding_Questions.pdf
https://cdn.sida.se/publications/files/sida62332en-gender-equality-and-dimensions-of-poverty.pdf
https://cdn.sida.se/publications/files/sida62332en-gender-equality-and-dimensions-of-poverty.pdf
https://cdn.sida.se/publications/files/sida62332en-gender-equality-and-dimensions-of-poverty.pdf
https://cdn.sida.se/app/uploads/2021/11/16104718/10205454_Poverty_Toolbox_People_Living_in_Poverty_and_Dimensions_of_Poverty_webb.pdf
https://www.sida.se/en/for-partners/methods-materials/human-rights-based-approach/
https://www.sida.se/en/for-partners/methods-materials/human-rights-based-approach/
https://cdn.sida.se/app/uploads/2022/03/17135752/10205933_Sida_TN_HRBA_Market_Development_webb.pdf
https://hrbaportal.org/
https://hrbaportal.org/
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/SitePages/Home.aspx
http://spinternet.ohchr.org/_Layouts/SpecialProceduresInternet/ViewAllCountryMandates.aspx?Type=TM
http://spinternet.ohchr.org/_Layouts/SpecialProceduresInternet/ViewAllCountryMandates.aspx?Type=TM
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/Documentation.aspx
https://upr-info-database.uwazi.io/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas/login
https://sdg.humanrights.dk/
https://sdg.humanrights.dk/

