
Land rights of rural poor Sida 
- in times of global resource squeeze  28 May 2009 

Seán Johnson   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

sejo@cowi.dk 



Land rights of rural poor Sida 
- in times of global resource squeeze  28 May 2009 

Seán Johnson   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Land rights of rural poor Sida 
- in times of global resource squeeze  28 May 2009 

Seán Johnson   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



Land rights of rural poor Sida 
- in times of global resource squeeze  28 May 2009 

Seán Johnson   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Land rights of rural poor Sida 
- in times of global resource squeeze  28 May 2009 

Seán Johnson   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Land rights of rural poor Sida 
- in times of global resource squeeze  28 May 2009 

Seán Johnson   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Land rights of rural poor Sida 
- in times of global resource squeeze  28 May 2009 

Seán Johnson   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Land rights of rural poor Sida 
- in times of global resource squeeze  28 May 2009 

Seán Johnson   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Land rights of rural poor Sida 
- in times of global resource squeeze  28 May 2009 

Seán Johnson   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Land rights of rural poor Sida 
- in times of global resource squeeze  28 May 2009 

Seán Johnson   

 

 

 
 

 

1. While registration of land rights without prior legal clarification of the nature 

of such rights may not increase tenure security, a clear policy statement as to 

the nature of land rights would not only do so but could also provide tenure 

security in a more-cost effective way, thereby freeing households to focus on 

truly productivity-enhancing activities. (W)hile most of the literature has not 

differentiated between tenure security and transferability but treated them 

largely as interchangeable, we find that, while both are important, 

transferability has a larger impact on households’ investment incentives in the 

context studied here. 

 

2. The rapid speed, participatory nature, and low cost of Ethiopia’s land 

certification, together with the positive results from this process and the 

absence of bias in favor of the wealthy or lack of access to information by the 

poor demonstrate that…large-scale and rapid delivery of land certificates in a 

participatory way is possible. However, this does not imply that Ethiopia’s 

process could not be improved…e.g. redesigning registry books and ensuring 

that no new certificates be given out without cancelling old ones; eliminate 

gaps and time lags which are a source of possible inconsistency; spelling out 

protocols to ensure broad and public access to information; well defined 

compensation in case of land taking; protection of contracts and security 

against arbitrary redistribution; transferability of land use rights for longer 

time periods. 

 

3. "Despite policy constraints, the program increased tenure security, land-

related investment, and rental market participation and yielded benefits 

significantly above the cost of implementation. 
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4. "The analyses demonstrate that transaction costs in the land rental market 

remain high and there should be scope for further reducing them by 

facilitating land rental transactions at the local level…A system for voluntary 

registration of land rental contracts may be better than the system with 

compulsory registration of all land rental contracts that is now attempted 

imposed by law in Ethiopia." 

 

5. "Last but not least, in addition to land administration, EPLAUA is also 

responsible for natural resource and environmental management. The land 

administration proclamation as well as the duties of land users listed on the 

certificates stress that confirmed failure to properly manage landholdings will 

lead to losing user rights. The question is whether technical indicators and 

standards on proper land management can be developed that are un-

ambiguous, fair to poor farmers, and enforceable, while not becoming a new 

source of tenure insecurity. It remains unclear what legal mechanisms exist to 

guarantee that land registration and title certification will give more tenure 

security for land holders." 
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