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The very essence of personal and social development is education and knowledge. A glance at

the development of humanity over time shows the crucial importance of knowledge and educa-

tion for social, political and economic development in different societies. Where individual

people are concerned, education is the very foundation on which they can improve their own

lives, their families’ lives and the lives of future generations. Well aware of the value of educa-

tion, governments all over the world have declared education to be a basic human right and it is

the responsibility of every state to give its citizens free basic education.

In the year 2000,

it was estimated that

133 million children

still did not go to

school. The majority

of these children

were girls. At the

same time, almost

900 million adults

were unable to read

and write. Two-thirds

of these adults were

women.

��������	
��
��

���	�����	
�� 
�
�
����
	�

������������	
��
��

��
�	�������
�����������
��������������	���
���
��
��

��
�	�����
���
����	�������
��	������
�
�
����
��	���
���
������	��������������	
��
����

�
�	
��

Ph
ot

o:
 S

ea
n 

Sp
ra

gu
e/

Ph
oe

ni
x 

Bi
ld

by
rå



�$��������	
 ���
 
��
 �
 �
 ���
 ���
 ��
 �������

Latin America 11%
Africa 52%

Europe 2%

Central and
Eastern Europe 1%

Asia 26%

Global 8%

Sida’s support for education year 2000
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Sida’s support to education,
SEK 746 million (in 2000)
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General support to education 279

Vocational education 17
Secondary education 7

Primary education 313
Adult education 56

Higher education 74


��
������-
��	���	���
����������	�����������
�����
���
��������	�
�������
���./01������
��
./21���
��������
���������������3����
 �
��
��������
���
��������
��
�
������	�����	�����	���
	�������
���������
������������
���
����
��

���	�
�����������������
����������
���
-��
��������
��
�
������	�
�������������
��������
������������������
���
������������
���������
���	���
�����

���������	�
�	������

��

������������������
�	����
��������������	
���	�
����
��������-
�
�����
��������������	�����	
��������
�	����
��	
�������������
	����������
��
�����
���
 �
������	�
��������������

����
������

��������-
�
�����	�����������
�������������������
�

��
�������
��	��������
����������
���	�����

 ����
�������

����&
�������������
��
�
����
	������������������
���	������+�
������������
	�
��������
�������
��������������
����
��
�����
��	���
 ����	�
�����������	��
�	����
 �
��
���
��	
��������������%������
����
��
����
����
��������	
�	��
���
����	��������
�������	����
��
��������������������	��
���������
�������
	����
��

�����%�������	������	���������������


�����

��������	��������	��
���������
�������
�
	��
����
��
��
���
�������	������

3
����	������������������
���
����������
�
�	��������	��
�����������
����������
������������
���������������������%�������	������	�������
	����
����
���	��������	��
����	����������

����
���
��
���
������������������
��
��������
��	���
���
������
 �	��
������������
����&�����
	�

�������������%�������	���
����������������
���

Ambitious goals in Jomtien and Dakar

– Expanding and improving comprehensive

early childhood care and education,

especially for the most vulnerable and

disadvantaged children.

– Ensuring that by 2015 all children,

particularly girls, children in difficult

circumstances and those belonging to

ethnic minorities have access to and

complete free and compulsory primary

education of good quality.

– Ensuring that the learning needs of all

young people and adults are met through

equitable access to appropriate learning

and life skills programmes.

At the conference on Education for All in

Jomtien in 1990, the participants agreed to

work towards a concept of education that

met the basic needs of all people.

At the conference on education in Dakar in

2000, the participants agreed on six

objectives for the work in forthcoming years:

– Achieving a 50 per cent improvement in levels

of adult literacy by 2015, especially for

women, and equitable access to basic and

continuing education for all adults.

– Eliminating gender disparities in primary and

secondary education by 2005 and achieve

gender equality by 2015, with a focus on

ensuring girls’ full and equal access to and

achievement in basic education of good quality.

– Improving all aspects of the quality of

education and ensuring excellence of all so

that recognised and measurable learning

outcomes are achieved by all, especially in

literacy, numeracy and essential life skills.
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Sector programmes in Mozambique

Swedish support for education in

Mozambique is developing increasingly

into the form of a sector-wide approach.

This means that Sida and other donors

contribute to the financing of the

country’s national education plan.

The point of departure for sector

programme support is the strategic plan

produced by the Mozambican government.

This is based on the country’s education

policy and on an analysis of the most serious

problems in the education sector, and

proposes solutions to these problems.

– In order to increase access to basic

education it is necessary to:

increase the number of schools and/or

classrooms, shorten the distance

between the students’ homes and their

schools, guarantee the supply of

textbooks and other teaching aids,

increase the number of teachers, and

take action to increase the participation

of girls.

– The quality of education must be

improved by: changing the curriculum,

improving teacher-training, developing

better textbooks, strengthening

educational support for teachers and

improving their living conditions, and

improving the conditions of students in

the schools.

– Improvements of institutional capacity

shall be achieved by: education and

training of leaders at all levels, changes

in administrative routines and systems

with a focus on the delegation of

decisions, and the inclusion of the local

community, not least the parents, in the

operations of the schools.

Mozambique’s constitution lays down that

education is both a right and an obligation

for every citizen. At the same time the low

level of education is one of the most serious

obstacles to positive economic growth and

social development. Only 40 per cent of the

population are literate. In rural areas less

than 16 per cent of the women can read and

write.

In the government’s new strategy to

reduce poverty, education is regarded as

extremely important for the attainment of

sustainable economic, political and social

development. The Mozambican government

has therefore promised to increase its

support to education – from 14 per cent of

the government budget in 1995 to 21 per

cent in 2003.

Some 25 bilateral and multilateral

institutions and a large number of NGOs are

involved in providing support for education.

The growing number of partners in coopera-

tion has hitherto resulted in an inefficient use

of resources. Therefore, in the 1990s,

Sweden took on the role of improving

cooperation between the parties involved.

Swedish sector programme support

covers the period from January 2000 to

December 31, 2002. The objective is that

the support shall continue thereafter for a

further five to ten years.
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N O N - F O R M A L  E D U C A T I O N

A school outside school

materials are being tested, as are

unconventional places for providing

instruction, for example drop-in centres,

street theatres, market places, bus and

Sida provides a great deal of support to

the education sector in Bangladesh. In

order to reach children that cannot go to

normal schools, support is also being

given to several non-formal education

projects. These projects provide basic

education for half a million children

between the ages of 8 and 12 years

living in the slums of four cities: Dhaka,

Chittagong, Kulna and Rajshahi. The

intention is to make basic education

available for poor children living in slums

who have never attended school or who

dropped out of school at an early age.

Special attention is being given to girls

and vulnerable children.

Non-formal education involves special

educational programmes that give the

children basic skills in literacy and

numeracy, and in simple life skills. New

flexible methods and new educational

centres for girls are established.

Bangladesh is one of the poorest

countries in the world. The linkages

between poverty and education can be

illustrated by the fact that, on average,

only 50 per cent of the population are

literate (only 27 per cent for women).

After the government of Bangladesh

decided to eradicate illiteracy and

introduced compulsory school attendance

in 1992, 85 per cent of the children are

now enrolled at school. However, in the

slum areas, the figure is only 18 per cent

(of 1.5 million children).

The formal school system is not

sufficient to achieve education objec-

tives. It needs to be supplemented with

other programmes. Four major informal

education projects are being implement-

ed now, of which two are receiving

support from Sida.

R E S E A R C H

Research strengthens primary education

railways stations – whatever is necessary

to encourage children to go to school

regularly. The goal is that half of the

students should be girls. The way to

attain this is to ensure that most teachers

are women and that special education
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Research into education, particularly of

the type that is important for developing

countries, is underdeveloped and is

hampered by a lack of funding. Sida is

working to strengthen research of this

type, mainly through its Department for

Research Cooperation, SAREC. Sida also

tries to strengthen cooperation between

ministries of education and local and

international research programmes. In

this way theoretical analyses and

practical experience can mutually

reinforce each other.

Sida has supported research in

developing countries for many years, often

in cooperation with Swedish institutions.

The goal is to strengthen research capacity

in developing countries and to encourage

development-oriented research. Internation-

al contacts are extremely important in the

field of research, as is research into local

conditions.

Part of the research support focuses on

developing knowledge and research

capacity that can be of direct importance

for development, and for the implementa-

tion of different development programmes

that Sida contributes to. Where the educa-

tion sector is concerned, research into

education or languages is of great

importance for a country that is striving to

achieve the goal of a good education for

all.
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E D U C AT I O N  I N  E M E R G E N C Y  S I T U A T I O N S

School in wars

visited every other month by special

educational advisers who make a general

project follow-up and provide further

education for teachers locally.

Conditions in Afghanistan are character-

ised by almost twenty years of war. The

Afghan state is an example of a so-called

“failed state”, i.e. it is a central power that

does not function administratively. The majo-

rity of people with a higher or upper secon-

dary education background have been killed

or have fled the country and almost all insti-

tutional education has, in practice, come to

a standstill. Of the population of just over

20 million, only a fraction are literate. Of the

five million children of school age, only a

few have been offered schooling.

In the war-torn Afghanistan there is no

functioning central government, and

Sweden cannot cooperate with Afghan

authorities that deny girls their right to

education. Sida is now providing substan-

tial support to school projects in the

Keshim valley and among the Hazaras.

These projects are part of the Swedish

Afghanistan Committee’s total support to

580 schools with 170 000 students in

rural areas in Afghanistan.

Afghanistan is in a period of transition,

politically, economically and socially. In

the education sector many positive

changes are underway, not the least for

girls and female teachers who, after the

fall of the Taliban regime, are now being

encouraged to return to school. The

following example shows the situation

as it was recently and  illustrates the

possibility to support education under

difficult circumstances.

Approximately 15 000 schoolchildren in

classes 1–6 in the Keshim valley in the

north-east corner of Afghanistan and among

the Hazara people in the central parts of the

country can go to school thanks to the

Swedish Afghanistan Committee. In the

Keshim schools, just over one-third of the

students are girls, and among the Hazaras,

who have often been discriminated against

on account of their ethnicity and religion, a

fifth of the students are girls – in a country

where girls are not allowed to go to school.

The Swedish support consists of grants

for the salaries of teachers, principals and

other members of the school staff and the

distribution of educational materials

including textbooks. The schools are also
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N O N - G O V E R N M E N T A L  O R G A N I S A T I O N S

Girls have an equal right to education

FAWE (Forum for African Women Educationalists)

is a Pan-African voluntary organisation which has

its headquarters in Nairobi. The organisation was

formed in 1993 by African women ministers and

vice-chancellors. These powerful and influential

women saw the need to join forces and to take

action to improve the education of women and

girls in African countries.

FAWE’s work focuses on three areas:

– influencing education policies to ensure that

education programmes in African countries

take into consideration, and promote, the

education of girls

– mobilising people at all levels in society to

support education for girls

– producing and spreading innovative

examples of how it is possible to improve

the education of girls in a concrete way.

The organisation has members in 33 countries

and has received support from Sida since 1994.

Ph
ot

o:
 G

us
ta

f 
En

er
ot

h/
Ph

oe
ni

x 
Bi

ld
by

rå



.1 ��������	
 ���
 
��
 �
 �
 ���
 ���
 ��
 ������� Ph
ot

o:
 

Ja
ne

t 
Vä

hä
m

äk
i



�..��������	
 ���
 
��
 �
 �
 ���
 ���
 ��
 �������

������
��
�����
 �
���
�����
����
����	
��
����������������
����
���
����
����
���������
�
���������
������
����	���
�����
����
������������

�������	�
��������	��������
�����������������
�

���
���������	�����7�
��
��������
 ���	
��
�������������
����������
��
��
�����������������

����
����������
�����	������
���������

��

������
����
���
����
����������
����
��
��
���������
�
�
����������
��	��
����
��
�
�����������

�	���	�����
��������
 ���
�����
������	���

-�	�������
 �
����
����
�����
�����%������
���"��������
�
���
����&�������#�<�����������
���<�������
���������
����

�	
�
��
����	���
��������������	�����������
�
���
��������	
���
�
 �
�&
�����������	��
���������������
�
�������

��������	������������
���������	�������	
��
����������������
��%��
��������	������������

�	���������	������������������
��������������
����������
�	��������
�������
���	���
��"�
���	�
��������	����
�����
�
�
������	���	�
�����

���	��
��
��
 ��
�����	�
���������������

����	�
	��
�	���
��

��������
�
��������		����
�������	����	�
����
������
�����	��
����
������������"��������
����
���
������

���	�
�����#��
��
 �����"�������������
�����
���

������������	
������������	
���
������	����	�
����

=��������
���	������
�������	
�����

���	�
����
���������
������
���������������
�
������
������������	�
�����%
������	�������
�
��������������
�����
�������
���
 �
������	�
���
���
������������
���	���������	�
�����
 �����
�����
��
��
����	��������������������
 �
����
�����������&�����
�������
����������
�

������������	
 ��
�	������
%
 �
������	�
�������
������
��
��	
�������������
�
���������	����
��
����
�
�
��������������
����
��������������
	����������
���������	
���
�����	���
�����������
����������������
��
��
������
���
�������������
������������

��
��
����
����	���	�
���
����&��������
�����
������
 ����	�
����

T E A C H E R  T R A I N I N G

Student-oriented education in Namibia

Before Namibia became a free country,

Umeå University and SWAPO, the

liberation movement, were given support

by Sida to train teachers in exile, in the

neighbouring country of Angola. In the

1990s this programme of cooperation

was extended to support for a reform of

teacher training. The objective was to

support Namibia’s reform of the educa-

tion of primary school teachers, and to

strengthen national capacity in teacher

training, planning and research.

The new teacher-training programme

is something of a revolution. The

previous authoritarian form of teaching

has been replaced by student-centred

methods. Teaching is based on the

needs of the students and is designed

to develop their natural curiosity with

their knowledge, skills, interests and

understanding as the starting point.

The new teacher-training programme

consists of three-year undergraduate

studies and the possibility of further

education through external studies.

Teacher training colleges have been

supplemented by regional resource

centres that support teachers and

provide further education.

Through the reform, many teachers,

both new and old, have improved their

subject knowledge of subjects their

teaching methods. A new understanding

of how good quality education can be

developed has started to take root.
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In order to

achieve the

international

objectives of

education, there is a

need for a considera-

ble increase in the

flow of development

cooperation to

education, particular-

ly basic education.

Today, no more than

just over two per

cent of development

cooperation from the

rich countries goes

to basic education.
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H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N

Higher education
improves mental health services

University programmes for graduates are

included in Sida’s support for the mental health

reform in Bosnia & Herzegovina and for the

country’s programmes of mental and social

rehabilitation.

Bosnia has a heavy, centrally steered and

old-fashioned institutionalised care service,

particularly in the mental health field, that has

few prospects of coping with the considerable

needs of care resulting from the war. Sida’s

support to higher education is one way of

contributing to the aspirations of the health

care authorities to modernise Bosnia’s

rehabilitation services. In particular, the

training of nurses in psychiatric open care has

attracted a great deal of appreciation.

There is an acute need of knowledge in

family therapy, since there are widespread

social and mental problems in families. The

training in family therapy in Banja Luka, an

extremely interesting programme of coopera-

tion between the universities in Stockholm and

Belgrade, is one way of meeting the enor-

mous needs. There are also programmes in

psychology for students at the universities in

Sarajevo and Banja Luka in cooperation with

Gothenburg University. Moreover, master’s

courses in child psychiatry are being arranged

in a programme of cooperation between the

universities in Umeå and Sarajevo.

In addition a college of social studies has

been opened in Banja Luka in order to

improve the general quality of social work,

with new social workers and, in a long-term

perspective, with research.

C O M B A T I N G  H I V / A I D S

Educational programmes on HIV/AIDS

The HIV/AIDS epidemic is having a serious

effect on education, particularly in southern

and eastern Africa. Thousands of teachers are

dying prematurely, as well as many of their

students. In the struggle against the epidemic it

is important to reach the young generation.

Sida is supporting work against HIV/AIDS

through many different types of projects. In

Malawi, 20,000 teachers at intermediate and

senior levels in the compulsory school are

being trained to provide sex instruction. Sida is

financing 20 experts who are training 630

teachers who, in turn, will train others. The

project is based on experience gained form sex

instruction in schools in Tanzania and Uganda.

The particular objective is to build up a body

of teachers who can provide information on

health, sex and sexuality, venereal disease and

sexual issues. The ultimate objective is to

make girls and boys aware of their right and

ability to say yes or no to sex.

In Malawi the number of young girls who

become pregnant and leave school prematurely

is extremely high. The national statistics show

that among persons in the 15–24 age group,

five times as many girls have HIV/AIDS as

boys. It is therefore specially important that

girls are included in sex instruction pro-

grammes that it is hoped will help young

people to protect themselves against venereal

diseases and HIV/AIDS.

Ph
ot

o:
 S

ea
n 

Sp
ra

gu
e/

Ph
oe

ni
x 

Bi
ld

by
rå



., ��������	
 ���
 
��
 �
 �
 ���
 ���
 ��
 �������

���
������	�
�������
���� �!�
�����������=%?@-%'���������	�	���
�
�
����
�������
����
�
��
�������	
�����
 ����	�
����
�������
%�����������
���
 ����
������������
����-
��	��
������
������	�
������
��
������������������	������
�����������&�	�����������
������
���	������
��
��������
 �=%?@-%'�������������
����������%
���
�������
����

�	
�
��
�
����������
 �
��	��������
�������������
������������������
����������	���
	��
����
��������
�
����
������������
���
���
��
��������
 �
������������=����������������������
��������������
�����������
����	��������
���

���"�����	
 ���������
����
�������	��������
���	����
����	�����
	������������
�	���������
�
��������������
��A����
��	��	��	���
��	����������
�
��
����	��������
��
������������
������
���
����	�����
 �����
�����
���	�
����
��
������

�������
���
��
���������
	����
������
 �
����
����
���������
��
 �
����
���
	���������������	������
������
�������
���
��������
�����������
�����������
��

�	������

�	���	������
�

��������
��
�������������
��
���	����
���������
�
�����������
���	�
�<�������	�
�����������
����


��
��
����������������
���
����
�������������
���
������������������
�����
������������
��
�
���	�
�������
������������
������
����
���

�����
�&����
����
����������������
�	�������	���
������������	���
��	
����	������
������
��	����
��	��
������
��������
����	
���������������
	���
�����
����
�����	�
�<��������
�	�������
��
������
����������
����
�����

����������	����	�
���
������������

�������

�	���
�����	�����

��
����
����

�����������	���
����
���������������
�����
��
�������
������������
����
���
���
����	�

�������
����	����	��
����
�����)�
����	���
�
��

�����������
��	
�����
 �
���
�
���	��
���
 ����	��

����)���
�
���������	���
��	
���������������

��������
��	���
 ����	�
����
���
�����������
���
��
 ���	��
������
�������	��
����
����
�
�
����
����
�������������������������������

3������	����	������������
�����������	�����
�����������
 �
��������
��������
����������
��
�����������	���
�����
�����
�
������������

���������
��������
�����
�	���
�����
��������
��
��
�����
��

��������������������������������

��
����
������������������
���
�����
������
�������������	����	����������	����	�
����
��
���������������������
������������
���
 �������
���	�
����

������������	
��
�������


Ph
ot

o:
 K

ris
tin

a 
Ro

bb
er

ts



�.4��������	
 ���
 
��
 �
 �
 ���
 ���
 ��
 �������

I N S T I T U T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

Reforms in Bolivia improve school results

In Bolivia, levels of literacy are low. A large

part of the population speak poor Spanish

or no Spanish at all and have either spent

a very short time in school or have not

been able to absorb an education that was

not adapted to their languages or needs.

Sida has supported an education

reform in the country since the mid

1990s. It became clear at an early

stage that a great deal needed to be

changed in the school system as well as

in educational methods. The objective of

the ongoing reform is to ensure that the

poorest rural and urban areas are given

access to education of high quality.

Investments have therefore been

made in new schools, but perhaps above

all in the development of subjects taught

in the schools, in education methods,

teacher training and the administration

of education. The reform also includes

giving more influence to local authori-

ties, individual schools and parents.

Much remains to be done, not least in

producing better teachers and a better

administration. But evaluations show

clear improvements in school results

when the language of instruction and the

subjects are better adapted to the needs

of the students.

In the interest of the poor

The objective of Sida’s support for education is to strengthen the right to
relevant education for all, an education that enables poor people to participate
in social development. The following areas are regarded as important for Sida:

– to contribute to ensuring that children
with special needs are given educa-
tion

– to contribute to the elimination of
gender, language and ethnic barriers
and to enhancing bi- or multilingual
learning

– to contribute to mobilising support for
the education of girls

– to work for the availability and
rehabilitation of education in emergen-
cy and post-conflict situations

– to contribute to making better
possibilities available for children and
adults to learn to read through formal
and informal education

– to contribute to making better
possibilities available for formal, non-
formal and informal life-long learning,

specially for teachers.

– to contribute to ensuring that the
teaching in poor countries uses
methods that are based on the
student’s own will to learn

– to contribute to creating good
management of education where
those in authority can be made
accountable for their work

– to work to make primary schooling
compulsory and truly free of charge
for all children
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Education is a fundamental human right. Education is also

essential for the elimination of poverty. Support for primary

education for all has long had a central position in Swedish

development cooperation. Special emphasis is placed on

school systems that reach the poor and give girls and boys

equal opportunities to attend school.

Today Sida is cooperating with other donors to

contribute to the production of long-tern national develop

programmes that can receive joint support. This support is

supplemented with contributions that strengthen the

possibilities available to the partner countries to develop

programmes of high quality of education for all.
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